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On June 1st through the 3rd I attended the National League of Cities Energy, Environment and
Natural Resources (EENR) steering committee meeting in Kansas City, MO. Our meeting goals
were to research and discuss the priority policy topics as identified by the EENR for the .
Congressional City Conference in the fall. Topics discussed at our June meeting included the
discussion of electric vehicles and supporting infrastructure, natural gas and hydraulic fraction
and the connection between public health and food policy with sustain ability.

We toured the Smith Electric Vehicles MFG Plant which produces the world's largest battery-
electric powered truck that runs without noise or vibration. Their Smith Newton vehicle was the
first all electrical commercial truck to achieve new vehicle emissions certification in California.
We were informed that the vehicle mile cost to operate these trucks is 6 cents per mile versus
17 cents per mile for a diesel operating truck of comparable size.

We heard from the fleet administrator for the city of Kansas City that the large demand for fossil
fuel worldwide was so extensive that the decline in oil production was projected much sooner
than forecasted, and it was time to look to other sources of energy. Their city is slowly
converting every one of their vehicles, as appropriate, to natural gas.

We heard from the director of strategic business development, water division for Black and
Veatch about natural gas as an energy source and the process known as hydraulic fracturing for
accessing shale gas, and from the geologist, water wetlands and pesticides division at the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency regarding the potential negative impacts on the environment
by this mining process.

The University of Kansas Medical center, department of dietetics and nutrition spoke about what
cities can do to help with the education of eating well and sustainability.

These meeting are always well attended and this one was no exception, we had 35 attendees
from different cities and states. The presenters are a/ways the elite of their respective
disciplines. .
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