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Two aging community colleges seek bond  
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East County's community college board will ask voters in November for more than $200 million to repair, 
expand and upgrade Grossmont and Cuyamaca community colleges.  
Last night, the board unanimously approved the measure, which would add $25 a year per $100,000 of 
assessed property value to the annual property tax bill for homeowners in Alpine, El Cajon, La Mesa, 
Lakeside, Lemon Grove, Rancho San Diego, Santee, Spring Valley and other unincorporated areas of 
East County. 
Because many East County residents have owned their homes or businesses for years, the district 
calculates that the average assessed home value is $170,000. That yields a yearly college tax of $42.50 
per household. The tax would last for 30 years. 
Recent home buyers would pay more. The median sales price for homes in El Cajon last quarter was 
$279,000, according to DataQuick Information Systems, and the bond measure would tax those 
homeowners $69.75 a year. 
"This bond proposal can be summed up in just two words: common sense," board member Wendell 
Cutting said last night. 
Cutting said facilities are wearing out at an institution that is the "only way to a better life" for many of its 
students. 
He estimated the district's economic contribution to the area is in the hundreds of millions of dollars 
annually, so it makes good business sense to support the measure. 
"This measure is about the future of East County," Cutting said. 
No one spoke against the measure last night. 
The previous school bond approved by district voters was in 1965. 
Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District officials make the case for the $207 million bond 
measure on three grounds: an aging campus, expensive technology needs and soaring enrollment. 
Before construction started on a new library at Grossmont College this week, there had been no recent 
major construction on either campus. 
By the district's account, deteriorating heating and ventilation systems, leaky pipes, frayed wiring and 
damaged flooring plague both campuses. 
The old wiring in buildings throughout the district is particularly troublesome as the colleges try to install 
new technology in classrooms and offices. College officials see technology upgrades as crucial to the 
mission of preparing students for jobs or transfer to four-year universities. 
The Grossmont and Cuyamaca campuses were built for a combined 8,300 students, but current 
enrollment is 26,000 at the two campuses and projected to grow to 35,000 by 2015. 
The bond money would pay for new buildings for health and nursing, science, communications, business, 
and science and technology programs, plus many other projects. 
Leaders of the Grossmont Union High School District, which educates East County's seventh-through-
12th-graders, also are considering putting a $220 million bond measure on the November ballot. 
For more information on the community college bond measure, call the district's public information office 
at (619) 644-7573 or send an electronic message to info-gcccd@cox.net. 
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