
 

   
 

San Diego Union-Tribune, The (CA) 

Pay-as-you-go classes fill budget gaps 
Alpine children reaping benefits of the special, spare-time studies  
LESLIE WOLF Staff Writer   
Published: February 26, 1993 
California's fiscal crisis worsens, money woes have forced many public schools to cut their budgets to the 
bone. Often, the first things to go are the non-academic programs, such as music, drama, sports and 
humanities. Now, after two years of grieving over the loss of classes that once were an integral part of 
education, many school districts are finding new and creative ways to fill the gap. This is another in an 
occasional series.  
At 3 p.m. an ice-cold wind blows across the playground of Boulder Oaks Elementary School while 
students rush noisily toward the parking lot and their waiting parents. 
But in contrast to the outward flow, a handful of kids are heading back into the classrooms, resolute and 
ready to learn things they won't be taught during regular school hours. 
They are studying such things as Spanish, music and drama, which used to be part of an all-inclusive 
education in California's public schools. 
The budget ax has fallen hard in these parts -- it's been at least three years since there have been music 
classes in Alpine's elementary schools. And foreign languages are something that kids just have to wait 
until high school to learn these days. 
That's where Kathy Aaron and Jan Hunter stepped in to fill the gap. Neither is a professional teacher. 
They're just worried mothers who decided they couldn't stand to see their children shortchanged any 
longer. 
"We, like a lot of other concerned parents, saw the need for music back in the elementary schools," 
Hunter said. "We realized that with the budgetary problems it wasn't likely the school district would adopt 
this on their own." 
A group of parents, led by Aaron, first approached Boulder Oaks Principal Sharon Justeson with the idea 
of a pay-as-you-go program, where kids could expand on their basic education in special classes both 
before and after regular school hours. A survey was sent to the parents at Boulder Oaks, asking if they 
would be willing to pay extra so their children could have access to languages, music, art and drama 
classes. The answer was yes. 
To get rolling, they conferred with the organizers of successful similar programs at the Coronado Unified 
and Solana Beach school districts. 
The Solana Beach School District has had a before-school language program in its three schools for 11 
years, also organized by parent volunteers. There, students in the first through sixth grades pay $130 for 
an eight-month course in Spanish or French. 
They have never lacked for eager students, said program coordinator Claudia Wilson. "It only has 
continued this long because there is interest in the community," Wilson said. "If people stopped showing 
up, we simply wouldn't do it any more." 
At Alpine, the foreign language program is sponsored by the American Association of University Women 
(AAUW), which has helped to set up about 20 such programs countywide, including in the La Mesa-
Spring Valley and Lakeside school districts. 
The language program at Boulder Oaks began in the fall, with Spanish classes for first through fifth 
graders. Seventy students showed up for the first session. 
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The program was expanded last month to include instrumental music instruction for fourth and fifth 
graders in clarinet, saxophone and keyboards. 
Now the idea has spread to the other schools in the district, with all four schools offering Spanish. 
Instruction in computers and art is also available at Alpine Elementary School. 
At Boulder Oaks, students pay $25 each for an eight-week Spanish session, $35 for a keyboard class 
and $50 for other instrumental music classes. "Scholarships" are provided for children who qualify for free 
or reduced-cost lunches under state rules. The tuition money goes to the AAUW, which uses it to pay the 
teachers and provide class supplies. 
"The thing that surprises me is that even in hard economic times, there are parents out there who are 
looking for a quality education for their kids, and they're willing to pay more for it," said Florence Young of 
the AAUW. "They realize the pressures that the schools are under, that they can't provide everything." 
Hunter said they would like to add drama classes to the lineup soon, perhaps next year. "Hopefully, this 
will inspire parents in other districts to do the same," she said. 
During a typical after-school class this week, Warren Gustafson was able to turn a cacophony of clarinets 
into a recognizable rendition of "Mary Had a Little Lamb" during one 45-minute class. "These kids have 
really got a good attitude," noted Gustafson, who taught school band classes for five years in Kern 
County. 
"I have had two teaching jobs budgeted out from under me," he added. "If it weren't for this . . . these kids 
would be out of luck." 
"I wish they'd started something like this years ago," said April Bock, who was watching her son Bill 
practice his clarinet. 
Bill, who has never played an instrument before, loves his newfound skill so much that he brought out the 
clarinet and played the scales for the guests at his 10th birthday party Tuesday night, she said. 
Even during class, Bill can't help looking back over his shoulder to smile at his mother every time he hits a 
perfect note. "He's so excited about it," Bock said. "It's real cute."  
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