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Coalition says Schwarzenegger hurting schools  
Education shortfall put at $213 million  
Chris Moran STAFF WRITER   
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County schools Superintendent Rudy Castruita led a coalition of dozens of educators who criticized Gov. 
Schwarzenegger yesterday, saying he is shortchanging local schools by $213 million in his present and 
proposed budgets.  
It already has hurt schools, educators said. Oceanside has eliminated busing for all middle and high 
schoolers. La Mesa-Spring Valley has lost 18 of its 22 community resource aides who serve as liaisons 
between the schools and parents, volunteers and community members. 
"Can we do without it? Sure. Should we have to? Absolutely not," said Sharon Jones, a La Mesa-Spring 
Valley School District trustee. 
Sweetwater Union High School District Superintendent Ed Brand said the current budget predicament will 
force his board to consider eliminating an environmental science class in which 2,000 students are 
enrolled, shutting down a student magazine and cutting visual and performing arts programs. 
Oceanside is considering eliminating 79 teaching positions, about 30 of them because of declining 
enrollment and 39 others because of the state budget crisis, said Superintendent Ken Noonan, who was 
not at the news conference at the County Office of Education. 
San Diego County's 42 public school districts and the County Office of Education spend about $4 billion a 
year to educate 500,000 students. 
The governor says that under his proposed budget, public education will get a 7.1 percent increase for 
the 2005-06 budget year. 
Education leaders statewide say that's disingenuous. Last year, the leaders say, they agreed to $2.3 
billion cut in statewide school funding to help the governor manage a budget deficit without raising taxes. 
In exchange, the money was to be restored this year and next but the governor has reneged on the deal, 
they say. 
The governor also has proposed requiring school districts to pay $469 million in teacher pension costs 
previously covered by the state. 
The local educators have called on Schwarzenegger to honor Proposition 98the voter-approved initiative 
guaranteeing schools about 40 percent of the state budgetby paying back the money. 
A press aide in the governor's office said Schwarzenegger maintains he has held up his end of the deal in 
increasing education spending by $3 billion in the proposed budget. As increased revenues have begun 
coming into state coffers, the governor has said, spending too much of it on schools would force cuts in 
health care and other vital services. 
Mark Price, president of the Alpine Union School District and co-chairman of the governor's new Coalition 
for Education Reform, said the fight over money misses the point. 
Money matters, Price said, but "as long as we keep the focus on the money, that's all people will talk 
about, and they won't get down to what the real, true needs are." 
The governor's coalition supports changes such as merit pay for teachers, expanding charter schools and 
beefing up vocational education. 
The news conference preceded a town hall-style meeting by the Senate Budget Subcommittee on 
Education. State Sen. Jack Scott, D-Pasadena, said before the meeting that money doesn't solve 
education's problems. However, he said, "You can't reform on the cheap." 
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