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Although it was his first meeting as a trustee for the La Mesa-Spring Valley School District, Bill Baber was 
making and seconding motions with the confidence of a board veteran.  
After all, Baber is no stranger to politics. 
An aide to Mayor Dick Murphy and the consultant to the San Diego City Council's Rules Committee, 
Baber took his seat for the first time Tuesday. Trustees unanimously selected him to replace Larry Kinard 
last month. 
Ironically, Kinard beat Baber in the November 2000 election but was forced to resign in July after buying a 
Lakeside home. The move cost Kinard his seat under board residency bylaws. 
Baber was eager to join the La Mesa-Spring Valley district, which educates some 14,000 students in 
kindergarten through eighth grade. The district has built new classrooms and refurbished many of its 22 
schools after last year's passage of a $44 million bond measure. 
"It's kind of like I just got drafted out of college, and I already joined a winning team," he said. 
Baber is a native Californian who graduated from Connecticut public schools. He received his bachelor's 
degree in political science and public relations from the University of Southern California in 1985 and a 
law degree from California Western School of Law in 1990. 
Between degrees he worked as an analyst for the Federal Election Commission in Washington, D.C. 
Later he worked as an attorney specializing in business litigation and political law until 2000, when he 
became treasurer of Murphy's mayoral campaign. 
Baber also brings with him extensive contacts in Sacramento. He has worked with Assemblymen Jay 
LaSuer and George Plescia, both Republicans from San Diego County. 
While he supports the federal No Child Left Behind Act, which became law in 2002 and requires all 
students to master reading and math within 12 years, Baber said some leeway should be granted for 
students with special needs. 
"It's really not fair to hold them to the same standards," he said. "The system needs to allow for some 
reasonable accommodation of their needs." 
During his 2000 school board bid, Baber was in favor of school vouchers, saying public schools do better 
with competition from private schools. 
Baber lost that bid, collecting 19 percent of the vote. Kinard got 23 percent. 
La Mesa-Spring Valley board member Rick Winet, who helped put Baber's name before the board, said 
Baber was selected for his legal background and political savvy. 
"Bill fit right in his very first meeting," Winet said. "He provided some interesting insights and questions. 
He is exactly what we were looking for." 
To save time and money, the district opted to appoint Baber instead of call an open election. The search 
was narrowed to five candidates last month. 
The four others were Stephen Barnes, a professor at San Diego State University; Robert Duff, a former 
teacher and a member of the citizens' bond oversight committee for the district; William Edwards, a San 
Diego police lieutenant; and Ken Sobel, a San Diego attorney. 
Baber will serve the rest of Kinard's term through December 2004. 
Charting the course for the year ahead, Baber said retaining teachers is paramount. 

http://www.signonsandiego.com/


"The No. 1 priority is working out our budget problems with the state and keeping the cuts out of the 
classroom," he said. 
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