
 

 
San Diego Union-Tribune, The (CA) 

Sales-tax increases to buoy cities' coffers 
La Mesa, El Cajon hope to avoid cuts  
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Higher sales taxes in La Mesa and El Cajon will mean a little extra pain at the register starting April 1, but 
a lot more revenue trickling into both City Halls.  
The city's sales-tax measures -- Proposition J in El Cajon and Proposition L in La Mesa -- gained varying 
degrees of approval this week.  
La Mesa's Proposition L, which sought a three-quarter-cent sales-tax increase, passed with a solid 
margin, while El Cajon's Proposition J, which sought a half-cent sales-tax increase, was narrowly leading 
as of Thursday. The county Registrar of Voters office still had 220,000 provisional and absentee ballots to 
count countywide -- leaving a slim possibility the El Cajon measure could be defeated.  
"I'm pretty confident it will be passed," El Cajon Mayor Mark Lewis said of his city's sales-tax increase. 
"But you never know until it's all counted ... and certified by the Registrar of Voters."  
The measures are expected to generate millions of dollars in new funding for both cities, helping stave off 
drastic cuts. But officials in both cities this week remained cautious, with warnings coming from La Mesa 
that temporary cuts might still be needed. La Mesa will keep its hiring freeze for nonpublic safety positions 
in place, as well as its curtailment of staff travel and training expenditures.  
"I'm hopeful that personnel will not be touched but that cannot be a guarantee," said La Mesa Mayor Art 
Madrid.  
El Cajon city officials said a hiring freeze would remain in effect at City Hall but that immediate layoffs 
weren't likely.  
"We've dodged this bullet for the time being," Lewis said. "This will give us some breathing room to 
continue services."  
Officials in both La Mesa and El Cajon had warned that if the measures failed, layoffs would follow, 
resulting in longer response times from police and firefighters. It also would have meant less maintenance 
at city parks and on city roads, and fewer recreation opportunities for residents.  
The measures called for increasing El Cajon's sales-tax rate to 8.75 percent and La Mesa's sales-tax rate 
to 8.5 percent. The higher rates were expected to generate about $8 million in additional revenue 
annually for El Cajon -- a drop of about $500,000 from an earlier estimate -- and $6.8 million for La Mesa 
-- a decrease of about $400,000.  
Madrid emphasized that things could have been drastically worse had Proposition L lost.  
"The failure of Prop. L would have been catastrophic in a lot of areas, not just the level of services ... but 
from a personnel standpoint," Madrid said.  
La Mesa Councilman Ernie Ewin said the new revenue will help the city eliminate its deficit, plan future 
budgets and rebuild its reserves.  
"The voters have basically given us a lifeline, because I can't imagine where we would have been had 
they not had the faith and confidence in approving Prop. L," Ewin said.  
The La Mesa City Council is expected to discuss its financial situation at a meeting Wednesday at 4 p.m. 
at City Hall. The El Cajon City Council will talk about its budget in February.  
Staff writer Anne Krueger contributed to this report.  
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