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East County political leaders yesterday had mixed reactions to a series of unusual campaign transactions 
involving Assemblyman Joel Anderson, with some defending the two-term incumbent and others saying 
they were troubled.  
La Mesa Mayor Art Madrid said he had a hard time accepting that the activities were not coordinated -- 
which would be a violation of law -- as a spokesman for Anderson and others involved have maintained.  
"I'm surprised," Madrid said. "That's something that (perpetuates) the impression of people that all 
politicians are unethical."  
Other officials offered support for Anderson, including El Cajon Mayor Mark Lewis. "I think he plays by the 
book," Lewis said.  
"I do know that he's done everything he possibly can to keep it level -- to make sure that it's on the up and 
up," he added.  
The San Diego Union-Tribune reported yesterday that some of Anderson's business supporters 
contributed money this year to the Fresno County Republican Central Committee, which donated similar 
amounts within days to the assemblyman. The amounts exceeded the $3,900 limit on how much 
individual donors can contribute to legislative candidates, but there is no limit to what political party 
committees can give to candidates.  
Anderson, R-La Mesa, also sent thousands of dollars from his 2008 Assembly campaign fund to three 
county Republican committees in Northern and Central California, which then sent similar amounts to 
Anderson's 2010 fund.  
None of the transactions individually runs afoul of state campaign financing laws, unless there was a 
prearranged agreement to make them, according to state officials.  
Anderson and his staff did not return a call seeking comment yesterday.  
Santee Mayor Randy Voepel said unless there is proof that the transactions were coordinated, "I don't 
see any great foul or harm there."  
But former El Cajon Councilman Dick Ramos, who often clashed with Lewis and other members of the 
council until he stepped down last year, questioned several donations made by members of the Hamann 
family to the Fresno County Republican Central Committee totaling $30,000. Days after receiving the 
contributions, the Fresno party gave almost as much to an Anderson campaign account.  
"I can't imagine how anyone would think Hamann in El Cajon is going to donate to the Fresno Republican 
party without knowing it's coming back," Ramos said. "In my opinion, that just defies logic."  
Gregg Hamann, who was listed as one of the donors, did not return a phone call yesterday.  
The Hamann family owns the El Cajon-based Hamann Cos. construction and property management 
business and has made donations to Anderson, El Cajon City Council members and other East County 
Republicans.  
Meanwhile, county assessor records show that the Hamann family owns an El Cajon office building that 
houses Anderson's district office and campaign headquarters. The building's address is listed as being 
adjacent to the Hamann Cos. office.  
Ramos said he wasn't surprised to see that the Hamann family made the contributions.  
"They will do anything to get their candidate elected," Ramos said.  
Staff writer John Marelius contributed to this report.  
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