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Ratings show how schools measure up 
For first time, state index includes language arts exam  
Chris Moran and Jill Spielvogel STAFF WRITERS   
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Nearly two-thirds of county public schools rate above average statewide in basic skills testing.  
And 133 schools of 554 countywide, nearly a quarter, have reached the state's test-score goal, compared 
with 17.6 percent across the state. 
The findings come with yesterday's release of the Academic Performance Index, a school-by-school 
rating that the state uses to measure a school's academic performance. The state will distribute reward 
money based on how much schools improve on these numbers during testing this spring. 
Schools get three numbers: the index, a number from 200 to 1,000 to represent school wide performance 
on basic skills tests; a 1-10 ranking that compares the school's index with all schools statewide; and an 
additional ranking that compares it with schools of similar levels of poverty, racial diversity and English 
language mastery among its students. A 10 is the most favorable ranking. 
When local schools are compared with similar schools statewide, more than 70 percent rank in the top 
half statewide. 
In addition to results from the Stanford 9, a series of national basic skills tests that all second-through-
11th graders must take annually, for the first time this year, the state figured into its index a language arts 
exam that tests what the state believes its students should be learning. 
The language arts exam marks a milestone and first major change in the three-year-old accountability 
system, said Delaine Eastin, state Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
As the state adds test scores in other subjects, as well as data on dropout and attendance rates, the 
index will become an even better indicator of school performance, Eastin said. 
"We are building a system here to get kids to much higher levels," she said. "This state is headed in the 
right direction." 
The numbers are intended to bring public pressure on lower-performing schools to improve. 
Parents at schools with a statewide ranking of 1 have cause for concern, Eastin said. There's a "glimmer 
of hope" if those schools rank a 10 when compared with schools with similar demographic makeups. 
"If you're a 1-1, you should be wringing your hands right now," she said about schools with the lowest 
ranking in both categories. In San Diego County, those schools include MacDowell, Emerson/Bandini, 
Baker and Balboa elementary schools in San Diego. 
County schools Superintendent Rudy Castruita greeted the latest numbers as good news but said his 
focus will be on the 66 local schools that received a statewide rank of 1 or 2. 
"These 66 schools have a number of children that we should be addressing to make sure they have the 
opportunities that all the rest of the kids in this county are going to have," Castruita said. 
On the other side of the spectrum, parents who send their children to a school with a rank of 10 have "a 
lot less to worry about," even if the school doesn't rank as favorably among similar schools. 
San Diego County has 22 schools that earned ranks of 10 in both the all-schools and similar-schools 
categories. Five are San Diego city schools, four are in the La Mesa-Spring Valley district, three each are 
in the Carlsbad and Encinitas districts and two each are in the Cajon Valley and Rancho Santa Fe 
districts. The Cardiff, San Marcos and Vista districts each have one. 
Dailard Elementary School in the Allied Gardens area of San Diego is among the top-ranked local 
schools. 
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Principal Marian Kim attributes the school's success to experienced teachers who work nights and 
weekends, lots of information-sharing among teachers and an emphasis on teaching reading. 
The rooms in Dailard are wall-papered with spelling words, student essays and even books. One 
classroom has school-issued backpacks holding microwave popcorn, a note asking parents to read 
together with their child and a journal for students to record observations. And Sean Purcell, 7, got a 
personal visit from Kim yesterday to recognize him for reading 75 books outside of school since 
September. 
The state rankings have validated the literacy-heavy reforms of the San Diego Unified School District, 
said Karen Bachofer, director of standards, assessment and accountability for the state's second-largest 
district. 
"It gives us some indication that our work in the elementary level is paying off, and to some extent in the 
middle level as well," she said. "We have some work to do in the high schools." 
Countywide, of the 75 schools with a statewide ranking of 10, only nine are high schools. San Diego's 
High Tech High was the only high school to get the 10-10 ranking against all schools and similar schools. 
Of San Diego city schools' 183 campuses, 18 percent scored at or above the state's goal of 800. More 
than 20 percent of the schools have a rank of 1 or 2. 
API rankings for every school in the county, as well as last year's API and Stanford 9 results, can be 
found on SignOnSanDiego.com at www.signonsandiego.com Chris Moran: (619) 498-6637; 
chris.moran@uniontrib.com Jill Spielvogel: (619) 593-4963; jill.spielvogel@uniontrib.com  
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