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PROPOSED BUSINESS DISTRICT TAKES CRUCIAL STEP 
Steering committee set for effort that could yield improvements in La 
Mesa's downtown Village  
KAREN PEARLMAN U-T   
Published: March 3, 2011 
A proposed business improvement district that has been in the planning stages for the downtown Village 
area in La Mesa for more than a year now has an official steering committee.  
Backers of the district are seeking a vote by Village property owners on whether to tax themselves for 
improvements and additional services downtown. 
Local accountant Lynn McRea was selected chair of the committee. Shannon O'Dunn, owner of O'Dunn 
Fine Art on La Mesa Boulevard, will be vice chair. 
O'Dunn, who ran unsuccessfully for a seat on the City Council 2008, has long championed a business 
improvement district for La Mesa. 
"I have always seen it as one vehicle for getting us moving in the right direction," O'Dunn said. 
Village business owners Craig Maxwell and Bill Jaynes have spoken against the proposal at recent 
council meetings, citing, among other things, the city being secretive about its plans for the district. Those 
accusations have been denied by City Manager Dave Witt as well as Mayor Art Madrid. 
Madrid is also part of the steering committee, as is 2012 council hopeful and Village property owner Jim 
Wieboldt. 
O'Dunn said she foresees changes coming for Grossmont Center when its lease is up in 2015, and that 
means the Village needs to step up its appeal to consumers before that happens. 
She said she is hopeful a business improvement district will work with the La Mesa Village Merchants 
Association for the betterment of the city. 
"The La Mesa Village Merchants Association has a tremendously important role with special events (for 
which) the Village merchants do a lot of the heavy lifting," she said. "The LMVMA's role continues but 
they can only do so much. The LMVMA and the PBID can coexist and interface. This is huge for the 
Village." 
The group will meet next on March 9 and March 23 at the La Mesa Community Center and every second 
and fourth Wednesday after that.  
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