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Plan on wireless phones gets La Mesa OK, influence claimed 
City Council has to give it 2nd reading  
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City Council members have given preliminary approval to a law that would regulate wireless-telephone 
antenna facilities.  
The ordinance was crafted by a task force made up of citizens and wireless communications 
representatives. The group met in May and June, reaching a compromise during emotional and often 
frustrating sessions, said members of both groups. 
Final changes to the policy were made this week and the council approved the plan late Tuesday night on 
a 3-1 vote with Councilwoman Ruth Sterling opposed. Because of a conflict of interest, Councilman Barry 
Jantz excused himself from discussion and the vote. 
Under the proposed law, all wireless-facility proposals will be required to go before the Design Review 
Board, which will determine compliance with architectural, height, landscaping and size guidelines. 
Any proposals for residential areas must also acquire a conditional use permit, a process that requires 
public hearings before the Planning Commission and the City Council. 
In addition, the city's Web site (http://www.cityoflamesa.com) will have a link that lists every location of 
current, approved and pending wireless antennas. This will serve as a notification for all city residents 
interested in cellular tower sites, said citizen task force member Rick Reese. 
Sterling said she voted against the proposed law because the city did not hire a consultant to help the 
citizen group with negotiations. Sterling has taken a keen interest in telecommunication facilities ever 
since she became involved in a February protest over cell phone sites at schools. 
"We have consultants for everything and we needed one here," she said angrily. The ordinance must be 
approved in a second reading by the City Council before becoming law. 
Sterling also criticized Mayor Art Madrid for interfering with the group. 
"The task force was intimidated Oct. 1 when they had their final meeting when the mayor stepped into the 
meeting," she said. "I am told that when he came into the room he said what he would vote on and what 
he wanted. This is intimidation." 
The citizens on the task force had recommended that everyone within 1,000 feet of the site be notified. 
Madrid said he told the group that city zoning laws require a 300-foot notice, and to increase the notice 
area only for telecommunications companies would be unfair. 
Task force member Jerry Lecko praised the ordinance at first but, after Sterling's remarks, he returned to 
the podium at the request of Councilman Dave Allan. 
Lecko agreed that Madrid had influenced the group's discussion. 
"Intimidation is a close enough, accurate statement," he said, adding that he knew all along Madrid was 
against the 1,000-foot notification. "But coming to the meeting when we're trying to negotiate with the 
industry representatives, it undermined our ability to negotiate because they knew they had your vote. 
"I felt my legs were cut out from beneath me," Lecko said. 
Madrid apologized to the task force members but said he did not intend to intimidate anyone. 
"I get criticized for going to a meeting but we don't hear about everyone else going to the meetings for 
their pet projects," he said. "My intent was not to intimidate anybody. But I was candid. Candor should not 
be a negative attribute." 
Councilman Rick Knepper said he thought the final outcome was a strong balance of both industry and 
citizen concerns. 
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The ordinance also would: 
[] Keep the 300-foot notification area. 
[] Allow site maintenance between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m unless 72-hour notice is given to property owners 
and residents. 
[] Require applications for residential areas to include a list of every site that was dismissed as 
inadequate and why. 
[] Require that antenna and equipment cabinets be of colors, textures, and architectural designs that 
match the surrounding area or building. 
[] Require landscaping and/or creative designs.  
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