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Parents back school border changes -- for other guy 
Grossmont district survey draws opinions on alleviating campus 
overcrowding  
J. Harry Jones Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: December 12, 1986 
A survey of parents in the Grossmont Union High School District shows they overwhelmingly favor 
changing school boundaries to alleviate overcrowding, but only if the changes don't affect their children.  
Many of the high schools in the nine-school district are filled to capacity. But while students are 
overflowing into relocatable classrooms at one campus, another is underenrolled and could 
accommodate additional pupils.  
And as development continues to rapidly change the landscape of the area, the problem appears to be 
getting worse.  
A task force appointed by trustees has been looking at solutions to the population problem. As part of that 
effort, it distributed the surveys to a cross-section of parents in the district. Of the 800 questionnaires sent 
out, 291 were returned.  
The results clearly show parents think changing school boundaries makes sense. On a scale of zero to 
four, with four as most desirable, changing boundaries outside of the particular area where the 
respondents lived received a 3.3 average rating. However boundary changes within the area of the 
respondents' homes received only a 1.4 rating.  
Other options on the survey included operating some schools on a double session whereby classes for 
half the school's students would start at 6 a.m. and end at noon and the other half would attend from noon 
until 6 p.m. That option received only a 1.4 average rating on the survey.  
The option of going to a year-round schedule, as has been done at some other schools in the county, 
fared better on the survey, receiving a 2.4 average rating. The concept of a magnet-school program, 
where certain scholastic programs would be placed at underenrolled schools to attempt to draw students 
from overcrowded schools, received only a 1.6 average rating.  
The task force has agreed to first consider a boundary change between Monte Vista High School in 
Spring Valley and Grossmont High School in La Mesa near the Mount Helix area. The area had been 
moved from Grossmont to Monte Vista about 12 years ago.  
The task force also passed a motion calling for the district to implement a policy of encouraging intra-
district transfers from overcrowded schools to underenrolled schools.  
Currently, there are slightly more than 19,000 students in the district. By 1995 it is expected there will be 
about 25,000 students. The schools which are expected to experience the greatest growth are Monte 
Vista, El Capitan in Lakeside, and Valhalla and El Cajon Valley, both in El Cajon.  
Final decisions on any boundary changes and other solutions will be made by the school board.  
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