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Newest, largest La Mesa park to open in June  
Kathie L. Taylor Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: May 2, 1985 
A new park in La Mesa is scheduled to open next month, according to H.C. Skip Fenn, director of Parks 
and Recreation.  
Harry Griffen Park, built over an underground reservoir, was developed jointly by five public agencies -- 
the cities of La Mesa and El Cajon, San Diego County, the Helix Water District and the Grossmont Union 
High School District.  
The park covers 50 acres of land owned by the Helix Water District and will be the largest park in La 
Mesa. It is on Wakarusa Street off of Milden Street and near Grossmont High School.  
The park includes picnic areas, walking and jogging trails and a play area for children. Twenty exercise 
stations have been installed along the park's perimeter and there will be parking for 169 vehicles.  
It will be open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. during the summer, according to Fenn. The park's perimeter is 
fenced.  
The park is the site of the old Grossmont Reservoir, which for many years was a haven for migrating 
waterfowl and a landmark for pilots of private planes seeking Gillespie Field in El Cajon.  
The lake was drained in the fall of 1976 and the new $3.2 million covered reservoir was completed in the 
spring of 1978. The reservoir stores about 30 million gallons of drinking water.  
A state law requiring that all public water supply storage reservoirs be covered made the park possible, 
said Bob Friedgen, manager of the Helix Water District.  
Instead of selling the land, estimated to be worth $6 million to $8 million, to developers, the water district 
agreed to work with the school district and the city of La Mesa to create a park. The city of El Cajon and 
San Diego County later joined in the effort.  
Five acres of the park is owned by Grossmont Union High School District and will be used for playing 
fields.  
The park was named after Harry Griffen, who served on the board of directors for Helix Water District for 
25 years, 17 of those years as chairman. He is now one of two representatives for Helix Water District on 
the San Diego County Water Authority Board.  
"He is still Southern California's leading authority in the fight to bring water to this semi-arid region," said 
Donald Friedgen, chief engineer for the Helix Water District.  
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