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MTDB completes 3rd report in bid for trolley extension  
Christopher Reynolds Staff Writer   
Published: December 22, 1983 
The Metropolitan Transit Development Board has completed the third preliminary report in its bid for 
federal funds to extend the San Diego Trolley eastward.  
Director of Planning and Operations Eva Lerner-Lam said the board's 50-page Detailed Alternatives 
Report was mailed Tuesday to the U.S. Urban Mass Transportation Administration (UMTA) for approval. 
At the same time, however, she said that preparation of the board's Environmental Impact Study has 
fallen behind three to four weeks, because of computer problems. 
The board is working toward a 17-mile trolley extension to take the line from center city through East San 
Diego, Lemon Grove, Spring Valley, La Mesa and El Cajon. A further extension to Santee is under 
separate study. 
If the board's environmental study is approved by June 15, 1984, the project will qualify for $8.3 million in 
UMTA funds. If the deadline is missed, or if the EIS's findings are rejected, the project's start-up funding 
will be delayed by a year. The project's overall cost is estimated at $130 million. 
Tuesday's mailing, which follows a methods report in October and a management plan in late August, is 
the last step before the local board sends its preliminary Environmental Impact Study. 
That mailing is expected in February. 
Last night, the board held a hearing in Wells Park Center in El Cajon to report on its progress. 
Thomas Ryan, senior project manager with Westec Services -- consultants compiling the study -- told the 
small gathering that UMTA has approved the methodology of the environmental study, and reported initial 
environmental findings. But he had no cost analyses to report, because of problems in the computer 
programs designed to process data. 
"It's always a concern," Lerner-Lam said of the board's approaching deadline. "We knew it was tight when 
we came in, and these things don't help." 
She added that the staff has been moving on to other aspects of the project, to minimize effects of the 
cost analyses delay. Despite the delay, she said, "I think we'll make it."  
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