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Mayor discusses how cities are faring “crisis mode”  
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La Mesa is using nearly $1 million in federal economic stimulus money to upgrade its downtown village. 
Lemon Grove is continuing to serve its residents and businesses and plan its future, despite lower sales 
tax revenue. El Cajon plans to break ground soon on a $68 million public safety center.  
Santee?  
"We have Sonic burger," quipped Santee Councilman Jack Dale, referring to a popular drive-in chain that 
opened in the city last month and continues to draw crowds and long lines.  
Elected officials from the four East County cities as well as the county offered a mixture of humor and 
seriousness in speeches yesterday about the states of their jurisdictions. The event is held annually by 
the San Diego East County Chamber of Commerce.  
Some talked of coping in rough economic times. La Mesa Mayor Art Madrid said the economy is 
"obviously in a crisis mode" and said officials were "taking measures to do something about it," including 
looking at ways to cut additional spending.  
Madrid also mentioned grants the city has received and an idea being explored by the cities of La Mesa, 
El Cajon and Lemon Grove to share fire services.  
Lemon Grove Mayor Mary Sessom talked succinctly about how her city was seeing lower crime rates and 
more infrastructure dollars, but also drops in sales tax revenue.  
"We're tightening our belts, we're making hard choices," she said.  
Dale drew probably the biggest laughs. In addition to quipping about Sonic, he reminded the audience 
that his city is home to the Las Colinas Detention Facility, and that it's next to the Sycamore Landfill.  
"So East County, as you know, if you don't want it, we got it," Dale said.  
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