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1. How would you describe your philosophy, not political party identification, on the purpose of 
local government generally, how do you see your role as an elected official and what is on your 
“to do” list? 
 

I see our local government as being responsible for a clean and safe community, infrastructure, 
zoning, dispute resolution and for providing an environment for companies to conduct business. 
Our city should also make choices that should not put our financial well being at risk.  
 
My To Do list is based on working toward increased revenue and decreased costs for La Mesa: 
Increase our revenue two main ways: Filling our retail/industrial vacancies (last count 200,000 sq 
ft available) with businesses that are a good fit for our city and increasing property values by 
eliminating blight throughout the city. 
 
As a seasoned Realtor, I’m uniquely qualified to converse with building owners and commercial 
Brokers about what it takes to open their doors in La Mesa. Santee, with a trolley and population 
the same size as La Mesa, recently got a Phil’s BBQ. We should be reaching out to restaurants, 
retailers, home improvement and entertainment companies to get them to come here. 
 
Blight harms a neighborhood’s image, increases crime and diminishes property values. Working 
with ordinances already on the books, I would make it a priority to compel gross violators to 
clean their lots, fix their broken signs and bring their substandard buildings to acceptable levels. 
Increased property values = increases property tax revenue. 
 
For cutting costs, I run a business and head a household so I prioritize expenses every day. I know 
the difference between needs and wants and would bring that style of thinking to my role on City 
Council.  
 
For years, I have observed the City of La Mesa bestowing numerous “feel good” dedications, 
resolutions and proclamations. I assume these incur staff costs and might be distracting the city 
from fixing problems. Government travel is another area that might need assessing – is that trip 
really necessary?  
 
 I also subscribe to “Yellow Page Theory,” if you can find it in the yellow pages, perhaps that’s a 
service that can be privatized or contracted out. This approach could save on salaries, benefits, 
pension obligations, equipment purchase, maintenance and storage.  

 
Russell Buckley recently spoke at a city council meeting and brought to the council and public’s 
attention that La Mesa is spending over $2M per year on pension interest. $2M could transform 
La Mesa. It may not feel like we’re in an urgent fiscal situation but we are. Until our unfunded 
pension liability is drastically reduced, I’d like to see La Mesa batten down the hatches. 
All savings should be applied to our pension debt. 
 
 



2.      How will your life, work, education, past and present association experiences, civic activities, 
elected & appointed positions, etc., help you execute the duties of your office? 
 
There is a distinct parallel between the real estate profession and city government. Real estate 
experts, like city officials, are consumed with property values, property rights, safety of 
neighborhoods, quality of schools, zoning, permits, traffic, etc. Success in my profession could be 
a great springboard to civic success. My BA is in journalism. I am a former reporter and editor-in-
chief of a daily paper. I’ve been blogging about La Mesa for years, as a city council member; I 
would continue blogging about our city, especially for issues needing public attention. 
 
3.      From what civic or political groups, business leaders or elected officials have you now, or 
expect to, received endorsements or campaign contributions? Do you plan to keep an up-to-date 
list of financial contributors, of $100 or more, readily available for the public to view? 
 
In the mayor’s race I was endorsed by the Republican Party of San Diego, the Lincoln Club, East 
San Diego County Association of Realtors and several local businesses and residents. I expect the 
same endorsements plus endorsements from more businesses. Many businesses in 2010 
supported me with monetary donations (less than $100), useful information and attendance at 
my events but were too anxious to publicly support me as my opponent was Mayor Art Madrid. I 
am legally required to keep an up-to-date accounting of contributions and expenditures which is 
public information kept at city hall. 
 
4.      According to the latest CALPERS Actuarial Valuation La Mesa has a $31 million unfunded 
pension liability that is costing taxpayers about $2.3 million each year in interest. What do you plan 
to do about this and other city financial challenges? Would you favor changing to a defined 
contribution pension plan for all new public employees going forward as committed to by Mayor 
Madrid in 2009? 
 
If we haven’t already halted spiking and double dipping, we should. Employees should not be 
allowed to add sick days and vacation days to salaries so that pensions are calculated higher. If 
you’re retired, you’re retired, don’t work while collecting retirement benefits. Social security is 
calculated on a life time of work, I believe government employees’ pension should also be 
calculated on a life time of work, not just one year or even three years. I support a retirement age 
of government administrative employees in line with social security beneficiaries, 65. I 
understand police and fire retiring younger as their jobs are physically demanding. We cannot 
alter previous agreements but we can and should for future hires. 

 
 
5.      Describe your view of La Mesa City service priorities should funding sources be limited to not 
cover all you believe should be done. 

 
No matter how tight the budget, La Mesa residents through their property and sales taxes, are 
owed at minimum, the baseline services of a safe and clean city.  
 
 
 



6.      What are the biggest challenges facing the La Mesa Village as a viable business district and self-
sustaining community? Would you propose the City Council continue to work with property and 
business owners to address these challenges? How? Is the current PBID proposal the right way 
or is there another way you would propose? 
 
 
La Mesa Village is historic, charming and unique. It is also a little frayed on the edges. As a La Mesa 
Community Parking Commissioner I have fought for parking meter money to be invested toward the 
maintenance and beautification of La Mesa Village. We’ve been in the worst economy since the 
Great Depression and we’ve lost many businesses in the Village. The ones that have hung in there 
are struggling. If a portion of the over $300,000 collected per year were invested in sidewalk power 
washing, decorative lights in trees, more street sweeping, a big La Mesa Village street sign… the 
Village experience would be more charming, enchanting and enjoyable and that better experience 
would translate to more shoppers and diners. The current balance of the Downtown Parking fund is 
well over $1M and I don’t believe funds are being used to their “highest and best” potential.  I’m not 
vehemently opposed to the PBID but I think the one proposed had a lot of fat in it – close to $100k in 
administrative costs every year! I’d be open to a Maintenance District with perhaps the meter money 
paying those fees. 
 
 
7.      There is a proposal for a new high rise building in La Mesa. What 
are your thoughts on modifying the current zoning, density and building 
height rules? 
 
 
We have to be very careful with high density zoning. What is being proposed in the 19 story building 
is a luxury hotel. I’ve asked the developers if a hotel didn’t happen could the building become 
apartments and the answer was yes. La Mesa might realize a nice chunk of tax revenue from this 
project but done poorly, instead of Park Station at the Crossroads of La Mesa, we could run the risk 
instead of the Park Projects. 
 
 
8.      Are there any current code or law enforcement or vital service 
problems that need to be addressed immediately? If yes, what are they, will 
current funding allow for this or if more funding is needed, how should 
they be funded? 
 
 
Yes! The litter ordinances, the substandard building ordinances, the dumpsters in plain view 
ordinances, the shopping cart ordinances should be enforced so that we have no blight and our city 
truly deserves to be called the Jewel of the Hills! Complying with these ordinances would be at the 
expense of the gross-violators not the city.   
 
 
 



 
9.      Is there anything not listed above that you believe should be 
discussed this election season? 
 
I’m on page four of this questionnaire; I think we’ve covered the important stuff! 
 
 
10.  Summarize why someone should vote for you! 
 
I’m a busy professional who is programmed to get a job done. I’m not a time waster, I cut to the 
chase, I do what needs to be done. I own a home in La Mesa and my real estate business is centered 
in La Mesa. Improving La Mesa, making it a destination city, is not a campaign for me but a cause. 
 
Thank you, 
 

Laura Lothian 
www.LaMesaLaura.com 
(619) 540-7744 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lamesalaura.com/

