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La Mesa to hire 2 project consultants  
 By a Staff Writer   
Published: December 21, 1983 
Two consultants, one specializing in design and the other in financial matters, will be hired by the city to 
assist in negotiating sessions with the developer for the Phase II-A redevelopment site at the intersection 
of La Mesa Boulevard and Spring Street.  
The city hired no consultants for the La Mesa Springs Shopping Center redevelopment project but at that 
time Pam Hamilton was the city's redevelopment director. 
When Hamilton resigned to join the redevelopment project for downtown San Diego, she was not 
replaced. (Hamilton still serves, on call, as a consultant to La Mesa.) 
At present, Phase II-A redevelopment procedures are being handled by Janice L. Weinrick, the city's 
Housing and Community Development coordinator. 
City Manager Ron Bradley told the Redevelopment Agency board, composed of City Council members, 
that the city staff does not have the expertise to properly represent the city in negotiating sessions. 
The board, during last night's meeting, agreed to hire as consultants Jim Purcell of James A. Purcell and 
Associates of San Diego, specialists in urban design, and Heinz A. Schilling of Keyser Marston 
Associates, Carlsbad, financial specialists. 
The redevelopment board recently picked, from five major proposals, the development plan offered by 
Sickels-King of San Diego. 
The $16.1 million proposal features two seven-story residential (condominium) towers on the landscaped 
top of a parking and retail business structure. 
Purcell told the board last night that they might well need his expertise in color, construction materials and 
design "precisely because Sickels-King is such a forward-looking development group. 
"It may be," Purcell said, "that La Mesa may not want to go with the new trend in all ways." 
He said that he is conversant with the new trends, as well as traditional building, and can assist with 
compromise if that should be necessary. 
(The Christopher Sickels-Richard King group is in charge of the $40 million Grant Hotel renovation in 
downtown San Diego.) 
La Mesa entered into a 90-day exclusive negotiating agreement with Sickels-King. That time could be 
extended, if necessary. 
Through negotiations, the city and the developer hope to reach a Disposition and Development 
Agreement (DDA) so that the project can get under way.  
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