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La Mesa taps firm to design police station 
Marketing of plan also part of the deal  
Matthew T. Hall STAFF WRITER   
Published: December 12, 2002 
The City Council has hired a Ventura architectural firm to design and promote a new police station that is 
expected to cost taxpayers $8 million to $12 million.  
Leach Mounce Architects, which is also studying building needs for the El Cajon police, will get $51,000 
to analyze sites in La Mesa and market a proposal to voters. Officials have estimated a general obligation 
bond for new police and fire stations downtown could cost $15 million. 
If two-thirds of the voters support a bond, the Ventura firm could get $25,000 more for additional work and 
8 percent to 10 percent of the construction cost for a final design. The firm was chosen from 15 
applicants, including 10 local ones. 
City Councilman Ernie Ewin emphasized yesterday that the council didn't commit itself on Tuesday to 
anything more than the $51,000. 
"Maybe there's someone who's equally as qualified who's willing to negotiate those fees," he said. 
But City Manager Dave Wear said the fee for a final design is about the industry standard. 
"Architects don't drive Volkswagens," he joked. 
New York architect Barbara Nadel, a spokeswoman for the American Institute of Architects, said fees vary 
based on the scope of work. But she said a fee for a police station project of this magnitude could be 
about 10 percent. 
The police station on Allison Avenue was built in 1966 when 41 people worked there. The 18,000-square-
foot headquarters now houses four times as many people, including the department's 70 volunteers. 
One option calls for building a 30,000-square-foot police station where the current one stands. During the 
two years of construction, the department could be relocated to a city-owned building just north of City 
Hall. 
A second option would be constructing a new headquarters elsewhere to avoid the cost of renovating a 
building that would be used for just two years. 
Police Chief Cliff Resch said his employees deserve better than a building where walls have been added 
and doors removed to expand 20 rooms to 44. 
"I think it will help their morale, and I think the community will benefit from that," he said. 
Resch said police and fire departments will pursue the building upgrades jointly. 
"We're walking in together saying your public safety facilities are in a huge state of disrepair," he said. 
Wear estimates a new fire station would cost $4 million and repairs to a fire station on the eastern edge of 
town could cost $1 million. The central fire station is 50 years old. 
The Ventura firm expects to complete its site analysis for the police station by mid-March and to be ready 
to market a plan to voters by May. A bond measure probably wouldn't appear on the ballot before March 
2004. 
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