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La Mesa says no to antenna for cell phones in residential area  
Asher Price Asher Price is a Union-Tribune intern.   
Published: August 28, 2003 
Bowing to public pressure, the City Council has denied a request to build a cell phone antenna in a 
residential neighborhood.  
Sprint PCS was set to lease property from Ray Miller, a La Mesa resident, to construct an antenna inside 
a flagpole at his Woodland Drive residence. 
The city Planning Commission had approved the scheme in September 2002. 
But at Tuesday night's hearing, which ended after midnight, the council voted unanimously to deny the 
construction. 
"The value of your home goes down immensely," said Sue Timmer, 42, who lives next door to Miller and 
opposed it. "They don't belong in residential areas." 
Timmer said that concerns about noise levels and emissions from the antenna also contributed to 
neighborhood fears. She had collected nearly 200 signatures from La Mesa residents opposing the plan. 
Sprint representatives said the equipment would have satisfied La Mesa noise ordinances. 
Stephanie Walsh, a spokeswoman for Sprint, said the company plans to take the issue to court. 
Sprint currently operates 12 antennae in La Mesa, and two others are being assembled. They are all in 
commercial or industrial zones. 
The antennae -- which primarily support cell phone use -- replace an obsolete system, known as CMI, or 
Cable Microcell Integrator, that Sprint had established with Cox Cable in the mid-1990s. The CMI system, 
Walsh said, relies on faulty, "antiquated technology" that is incompatible with the current generation of 
equipment. 
New antennae are designed to meet coverage needs as the CMI system is disassembled. 
The equipment is often built inside what Sprint terms "faux structures," which might take the form of a 
fake tree or a foul pole at a baseball stadium. 
Sprint had proposed replacing Miller's 6-inch thick, 20-foot tall flagpole near his front door with a 9-inch 
thick, 25-foot flagpole, to house the antenna in the same location. Other equipment would have been 
buried beneath Miller's back patio. 
"It's an extremely unobtrusive solution," Walsh said. 
Following a City Council hearing last October, Sprint reevaluated other potential, non-residential sites. 
Walsh said the company concluded the only viable sites were residential ones. 
"It's been a farce that's lasted 15 months now," said Miller, 84, a retired Coast Guard commander. 
Miller said Sprint would have paid him $1,000 a month for five years for use of his land. 
The new flagpole, he said, would have been 6 feet from his own house and about a football field away 
from the Timmer property. 
"It's nothing to look at," he said. "I don't know why it would bother anyone."  
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