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La Mesa plans antenna site task force 
City Council rejects moratorium idea  
Irene McCormack Jackson STAFF WRITER   
Published: March 1, 2001 
Instead of imposing a temporary moratorium, the City Council decided a task force should work out an 
ordinance to oversee wireless antenna sites.  
Councilwoman Ruth Sterling wanted the moratorium to give planners time to revise the city's law. It 
requires a conditional-use permit, resident notification and a public hearing. 
Several representatives from the wireless industry attending Tuesday's council meeting said the city's 
ordinance works well as is. 
Sterling didn't agree. 
"I don't think what worked in 1998 works in 2001," she said. 
But when she realized she couldn't sell her colleagues on a moratorium, Sterling joined them in the 4-0 
vote for the task-force approach. 
Councilman Barry Jantz recused himself because he does business with wireless companies. 
Members of the task force would be residents, wireless communications representatives and city 
planners. They would have 60 days to deliver their recommendations. 
Sterling put the half-dozen wireless representatives in the audience on notice, telling them she didn't want 
to see any applications go before the Planning Commission during those 60 days. 
But Mayor Art Madrid balked at that. 
"We can't extract that kind of guarantee," he said. 
But Sterling pressed on, holding up a sheet of paper with the addresses of 13 wireless antenna sites in 
the city. 
As a compromise, City Manager Dave Wear said he would bring all antenna applications to the council. 
The council had been considering a temporary moratorium in the wake of community protests in the La 
Mesa-Spring Valley School District. 
The school board signed a contract with Sprint Communications allowing the wireless company to install 
a fake-palm antenna at Northmont Elementary School. 
Residents and parents were upset because they were never notified about the project. 
The handful of people who waited hours to speak Tuesday night said a moratorium would prevent that 
kind of thing from happening until a new law is passed or the old one revamped. 
Lydia Phillips said she wanted assurances that residents would be contacted. 
"We must make sure that due process takes place," she said. 
Robyn Carr said an antenna site proposed at Lemon Avenue Elementary School will obstruct the view 
she has from her nearby home. 
"It was the school board who failed to act on this issue," she said. "Somebody dropped the ball here." 
Last week, the school board postponed a decision to rescind the lease with Sprint, pending the outcome 
of the council meeting. 
Mac Strobl, Sprint's representative, told council members the company will meet with school district 
representatives today and tomorrow to try and "resolve the controversy that has developed."  
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