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La Mesa picks veteran firefighter to be chief  
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The city has chosen Dave Burk, a 25-year department veteran, to be its next fire chief.  
A lifelong La Mesa resident, Burk followed his father, Larry Burk, into the profession and into the 
department. Burk's father joined the department in 1954 and served 25 years. 
Burk said he literally grew up around fire stations and remembers going to the annual Christmas parties 
as a kid. 
"I have very, very deep roots with the community and the fire department, so it's particularly sentimental 
to me to be now leading the organization," he said. 
Burk has been a division chief since 1999 and he is currently the city's fire marshal. Before taking on that 
job, he managed the city's operations division. 
He joined the department in 1979 as a firefighter and was promoted to fire engineer in 1987. Two years 
later, he was named captain. Additionally, he has helped train firefighters from other East County cities. 
He will officially start his new job June 17 and will replace the retiring fire chief, Doug Matter. 
Burk, 47, will take the lead at a critical time for the La Mesa Fire Department. In March, voters approved a 
$25 million bond measure that will pay for new police and fire stations. And this summer, a new 
firefighter/paramedic engine company will debut. 
"It's a very exciting time, there's a lot of really neat stuff coming down the road," Burk said. 
He will oversee a department of 50 people, including 45 firefighters, engineers and captains. Eight 
recently hired paramedics will double as firefighters. 
Although he never set out to be chief, Burk said, his work at the department and the outgoing chief 
convinced him he would do a good job. 
City officials said his knowledge of the department and its operations make him a perfect fit. 
"The fact of the matter is, his learning curve is zero," said Mayor Art Madrid. 
Councilman Dave Allan, a retired firefighter who has known Burk for years, said his experience and 
knowledge of fire operations, not just locally but countywide, make him an ideal choice for the job. 
"He's definitely going to be a great leader," Allan said. 
Burk and his wife, Denise, live in La Mesa and have been active in the community and in local charities. 
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