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Underage drinking ordinance adopted 
La Mesa cracks down on providers of alcohol  
Brian Hazle STAFF WRITER   
Published: May 22, 2003 
The push to punish those who endorse underage drinking at private parties has reached La Mesa.  
The City Council adopted an ordinance last week, making it a misdemeanor to furnish alcohol to minors in 
private settings. The law targets the owner or lessee of the house, the person in charge at the party or the 
person who organized it. 
The move to increase the penalties has gained countywide momentum in recent months as more and 
more cities consider ways to curb underage drinking. Officials also want to reduce the amount of time 
police spend breaking up house parties, which frequently attract hundreds of revelers. 
El Cajon will consider the ordinance May 27 and the county Board of Supervisors is expected to vote on a 
similar proposal next month. People who organize or host a party in La Mesa, where three or more 
minors consume alcohol, face a maximum fine of $1,000 and up to six months in jail if convicted. The 
laws do not apply to parents who allow their children to drink. 
La Mesa adopted the new regulations via an emergency ordinance May 13. The emergency declaration 
allowed the city to forgo the second reading of the ordinance and a mandatory 30-day appeal period 
normally required. 
City Councilman Ernie Ewin asked for the declaration in order to get the law on the books before next 
month's graduation season. Alcohol is a factor in nearly half of all automobile crashes involving teens, 
statistics from the National Institute of Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse show. The San Diego Police 
Department responded to 7,519 calls to house parties in 2002, many of which involved underage 
drinking. 
The East County Community Change Project is one of several nonprofits that has pushed for tougher 
alcohol restrictions in the last several years. Spokeswoman Brenda Simmons said the new penalties will 
make adults think twice before they give alcohol to minors. 
Last fall, Poway became the first city to adopt the harsher penalties followed last month by Oceanside 
and San Diego. 
"It has been very slow moving," Simmons said, "and then Poway had its law go into effect and it has 
turned into this little fireball." 
Ewin led the charge to change La Mesa's law, and said he will lobby legislators to consider enacting a 
similar state law. 
"We want to make sure it's consistent in terms of expectations and penalties," he said. "This way there is 
no guess work." 
The new regulations have taken effect in Poway and La Mesa. The Oceanside and San Diego ordinances 
will become law in early June. 
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