
 

 
 

La Mesa council discusses PBID, won't make final decision 

By Karen Pearlman 

Tuesday, July 24, 2012 

LA MESA — The La Mesa City Council on Tuesday revisited the issue of its place in the 
formation of a Property Based Business Improvement District in the heart of the Village of La 
Mesa, and came up without a definitive answer. 

The agenda item, a holdover from an April council meeting, speaks to a five-year plan to provide 
enhanced services for 133 property owners with 182 parcels in three zoned areas via a self-
assessed tax district plan. 

Services would include extra landscaping, additional security measures and more cleaning than 
is already provided by La Mesa in a public-private partnership between the city and property 
owners in the Village. 

By a 4-1 vote, with City Councilman Mark Arapostathis voting no, the council held off on 
deciding whether it would support the district. At the same time, the council left it up to the 
district's formation/action committee as to what its next step(s) would be.  

The committee would not divulge how many petitions it has garnered so far. The petition phase 
began in January and there has been no set end date.  

But District spokesman Jim Wieboldt told the council that even if it officially pledged its support 
on Tuesday, the number would not be enough to push the plan into its next phase: the adoption 
of a resolution to form a District. That would be followed by an official vote of property owners 
and a public hearing. 

After the meeting, Wieboldt noted that there are three possible coming scenarios, and he expects 
the committee to meet within the next few days to implement one of them. 

The scenarios would be: getting the 50 percent (plus one) of the needed property owner OKs 
during the current petition phase of the District plan; re-evaluating and reassessing the District's 
budget and boundaries, and if so, starting the entire process from the beginning; or dissolving the 
District altogether. 



Many against the current District plan, including business owners Craig Maxwell and Bill 
Jaynes, who have been vocal in their opposition since the get-go, told the council the idea needed 
to be revamped, or better yet, completely jettisoned. 

Several District proponents, including Wieboldt and fellow committee members Jenna Zeldedon 
and business owner and City Council candidate Shannon O'Dunn, spoke in favor of the District 
and asked the council to show its support by directing City Manager Dave Witt to sign the 
petition. 

"That would signal to the community your support for the downtown village," Wieboldt told the 
council. 

But only Mayor Art Madrid, who is also a member of the District committee, expressed support 
of the plan. 

Councilwoman Ruth Sterling said she was "not at ease with the PBID as it is currently proposed" 
and was not comfortable that churches as well as the La Mesa-Spring Valley School District 
administration building, all part of the zoned areas, would have to pay assessments. She asked 
for the plan to be dissolved. 

Councilman Ernie Ewin noted that legally, the council "can't stop the petition phase or vote it 
down," but said he was hoping for "a little more substantial support of this" from the community. 

Karen.Pearlman@utsandiego.com; (619) 293-1829; Twitter@karenpearlman 

Print page 

© Copyright 2012 The San Diego Union-Tribune, LLC. An MLIM LLC Company. All rights 
reserved. 

 


