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La Mesa council candidates line up early for November race  
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The election may be half a year away, but that hasn't stopped some of the incumbents and at least one 
challenger from announcing their intentions to run for City Council.  
La Mesa Mayor Art Madrid and Councilmen Ernie Ewin and Barry Jantz are up for re-election this year. 
Madrid and Ewin plan to seek another term on the five-person council. Jantz has not yet announced 
another run but says it is likely. 
In La Mesa, the mayoral seat is an elected position. Craig Maxwell, owner of Maxwell's House of Books in 
the La Mesa Village, has announced he will challenge Madrid in the November contest. 
No other candidates have come forward yet. The filing period for candidacy runs July 17 through Aug. 11, 
City Clerk Mary Kennedy said. 
Madrid, 71, has been a member of the council since 1981. He served as a councilman for the first nine 
years and has been mayor since 1991. 
Madrid said there have been "significant changes in improving the quality of life and economic stability of 
La Mesa." 
Maxwell, 43, is a first-time candidate. He said two issues prompted him to run: a letter sent in late January 
by the city attorney to a resident threatening litigation over comments at a council meeting, and an 
increase in parking meter rates planned for Jan. 1. 
The council retracted the letter amid public outcry. 
"I'd like to have the citizens of La Mesa feel comfortable participating in their own government," Maxwell 
said. 
Jantz, 46, was elected to the council in 1990. Although he has not officially said he will seek another four-
year term, he said, "I am very confident I will be running for re-election." 
Jantz is chief executive of the Grossmont Healthcare District, which is asking East County voters to 
approve a $247 million bond measure on the June 6 ballot. Jantz said he needs to focus on that election 
for now. 
Ewin, 58, was appointed to the council in 1985, then elected in 1986. He did not run for re-election at the 
end of his term but successfully ran for a seat in 2002. 
"I have enjoyed the opportunity to be of service," Ewin said.  
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