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Several heated exchanges between the four candidates competing for two La Mesa City Council seats 
sparked an otherwise slow-moving pre-election meeting last night.  
Incumbents Jerri Lopez and Art Madrid and their challengers Diane Roberts and Russ Tipple agreed that 
key concerns in the city of 50,000 involve growth management and housing for the elderly.  
Answering random questions from a sparse audience in the City Council chambers, all four said they are 
strong supporters of programs and projects that would make more quality low-cost housing available for 
senior citizens. They also said they back the idea of improving the city's economy while preserving its 
community atmosphere and keeping its density low.  
But one of the more spirited exchanges at the forum, sponsored by the San Diego County League of 
Women Voters, occurred when Roberts accused Lopez of insincerity on matters concerning senior 
citizens.  
Roberts, 43, a retail business owner, said that two years ago Lopez made disparaging remarks about 
seniors and voted against a vital senior housing project proposal.  
Lopez, 55, pounding on the council desk in response, asked to the moderator: "Madam chairwoman, 
have you no control for that? You can't keep her from lying? There should be some control.  
"You people in La Mesa are smart enough to ignore name calling," Lopez later said to the audience. "I 
didn't call (anyone names) and I didn't vote against a senior housing development."  
Later in the two-hour session, Madrid disputed Tipple's statement that La Mesa needs at least one more 
patrol officer on the streets at night.  
Tipple, 50, a businessman and architect, contended there currently are only four officers patroling at night 
and as a result, industrial burglaries have increased noticeably in recent months.  
"That's not so," said Madrid, 50, who was declared out of order by the panel moderator. "Excuse me, I am 
out of order but his remarks are an unjust slight on the Police Department."  
He later said Tipple was misinformed and that the Police Department has six and sometimes seven 
officers patroling at night.  
La Mesa voters on Nov. 6 will elect two council members to four-year terms.  
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