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Hospital bond panel is launched 
Citizens committee to review spending  
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Members of a citizens committee appointed to oversee a $247 million bond for Sharp Grossmont 
Hospital met each other this week and learned about the expectations for the newly formed group.  
The 11-member committee, which held its first meeting Wednesday night, was formed after the passage 
of the bond in June. The oversight committee was promised to voters as part of the measure and will 
review expenditures. 
Barry Jantz, chief executive officer of the Grossmont Healthcare District, said his board welcomes the 
oversight. The district oversees operation of Sharp Grossmont Hospital, which is run by Sharp 
HealthCare.  
"We never were kicking and screaming," Jantz told committee members. "This is not something we're 
putting up with. We're happy to have you." 
Money from the bond will be used to upgrade the hospital, add 90 beds to the emergency room and 
critical care center, and bring the facility up to new seismic standards. 
Ernie Ewin, a La Mesa councilman, is serving as interim chairman of the group. He also was chairman of 
the Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District bond oversight committee. 
Ewin said the group should oversee decisions about how money is spent, but not participate in the 
decision making. 
"Those who are accountable are the elected officials. They are the ones we need to watch," he said. 
"We're oversight. We're not project managers. We're not into selecting architects. Our responsibility is 
right here." 
Some committee members expressed concerns that the group would be ineffective if it couldn't play a 
greater role. 
"Wouldn't it be appropriate for us to be critical in advance?" asked George Hawkins, president of 
Associated Builders and Contractors of San Diego. 
Jeff Scott, attorney for the health care district, said the district board will consider recommendations from 
the committee when determining how the bond money should be spent. 
"You're not decision makers. You're not policymakers, but you're representatives of the community," Scott 
said. "That's very important." 
Jantz said the health care district has set aside $100,000 a year to administer the oversight committee. 
He said the money will be used to compile annual reports, put up a Web site with all of the committee's 
documents, and possibly hire a project manager or auditor.  
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