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Hospital board told $225 million bond is needed  
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Members of the public board that oversees Sharp Grossmont Hospital have been talking for months 
about the need for a bond measure to finance new construction and make the building earthquake-safe.  
Yesterday, they got an idea of how much voters may be asked to approve. 
Michele Tarbet, chief executive officer of the La Mesa hospital, said a$225 million bond is needed to pay 
for construction to house 90 more patient beds, nine new operating rooms, a new parking structure, a 
medical office building and renovations to the building. 
The Grossmont Healthcare District board, which oversees the hospital, must decide by March 10 
whether to place the measure on the June ballot. The bond for the 750-square-mile East County district 
requires two-thirds approval.  
"There's still a lot of decisions we need to make, but we're still confident we can get there," said board 
member Robert Yarris, who is heading a committee studying the bond measure. 
Money for the bond would come in the form of increased property taxes collected by the district, which 
has more than 150,000 property owners. The amount of the tax is now being analyzed, said district chief 
executive officer Barry Jantz. 
A state law requires California hospitals to be earthquake-safe by 2013, although pending legislation 
may extend that deadline. Sharp Grossmont, which opened in 1955, needs extensive construction so 
that its buildings meet the new seismic standards, Tarbet told members of the district board. Two 
hospital wings would not meet the new requirements, she said. 
She presented a three-phase master plan of the hospital's long-range building needs, estimated to cost 
more than$1 billion. Tarbet cautioned that the figure is inexact because costs such as inflation and 
construction expenses are unpredictable. 
The first phase of construction, which cost $83.5 million, was completed in 2004 when the hospital 
opened a new 63-bed emergency room and 24-bed critical care unit. The second construction phase, 
totaling $325.6 million, would be financed by the bond and the hospital. 
The third phase, planned for beyond 2013, would require demolition of a hospital tower that doesn't meet 
earthquake standards and construction of a new tower with 108 more beds. The cost is estimated at 
$623.3 million. 
Bonnie Moss, a consultant working with the hospital on the bond measure, said fliers promoting the 
hospital are being mailed to East County residents, and a poll of potential voters is being conducted.  
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