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Hardliners gain greater control of GUHSD, College District gets $207 
Million Bond measure  
Published: November 7, 2002 
East County voters have made an ominous decision that may haunt the region for years to come.  
They placed the Grossmont Union school board squarely under the control of hardliners who have vowed 
to resist any attempt to place a bond issue on the ballot that has a reasonable chance of passage. That's 
too bad, because most of the district's 24,000 students are stuck in substandard facilities. Classrooms are 
so overcrowded that hallways, cafeterias and other rooms are used as makeshift learning centers. 
Restrooms are so gross that many students refuse to use them. 
This sorry state of affairs will persist in light of the failure of Proposition T to muster the required two-thirds 
votes for approval. It received a 63.6 percent favorable vote. 
The county's second-largest high school district, which almost certainly will be looking for another 
superintendent before long, is in serious trouble. 
Meantime, Alpine voters soundly rejected two school bond issues that should have remained under the 
purview of Grossmont Union. But Alpine residents, who despaired of the deeply divided Grossmont board 
ever placing a viable bond on the ballot, decided to go it alone with a pricey measure that was essentially 
doomed from the start. 
On a happier note, Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District voters approved a $207 million 
bond that will help pay for some long-overdue improvements and expansion of the burgeoning colleges. 
Built to accommodate a combined student body of 8,300, Grossmont and Cuyamaca currently serve 
more than 26,000 students each semester. 
Voters in the region's three largest cities generally opted for the status quo. 
La Mesa, which seems to run on autopilot, handily re-elected Art Madrid to a fourth term. The personable 
mayor may have a short fuse at times, but he knows how to get things done. He will be joined on the 
council by veteran incumbent Barry Jantz, who one day may aspire to the mayor's office, and Ernie Ewin, 
whose previous council experience should be a plus as the city confronts some hard economic choices. 
El Cajon Mayor Mark Lewis rated a second term, despite his penchant for shooting from the lip. He's 
trying to help bring about a change in downtown that will draw paying customers there and make it more 
amenable for shopkeepers to ply their trade. He, along with Councilman Gary Kendrick, who won a full 
term, should first seriously address the homeless problem. 
Santee voters appear to have re-elected Councilman Hal Ryan and newcomer Brian Jones, who was 
backed by Mayor Randy Voepel. Challenger John Minto's razor-thin lead over incumbent Lori Howard 
could result in a recount. But whoever takes office will face the Fanita Ranch quandary as well as 
mounting traffic congestion problems that bedevil motorists.  
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