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GUHSD is bracing for a possible teachers' strike 
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Grossmont Union High School District certified employees overwhelmingly rejected the district's latest 
contract proposal last week, increasing the chance of a strike that could have a profound effect on 
Grossmont League athletics.  
A strike by certified employees at the nine district schools would include some teachers who also are 
coaches. Only those teachers who decide not to strike would be able to continue coaching.  
"If a person's on strike, then they're not involved in extra-curricular activities," said Larry Marquand, 
director of personnel services for the district. "It's an individual's decision to strike or not to strike."  
Several such coaches said they would not strike.  
Coaches who are not certified employees (teachers) would be expected to continue coaching during a 
strike. Non-certified coaches are common in sports such as volleyball, tennis and water polo. "If they're in 
charge of that activity and they're not on strike, then we would expect them to perform," Marquand said.  
The possibility that one school's coach could be on strike and the coach of its scheduled opponent not 
striking would confuse the picture even more. Marquand said the principals of the two schools would 
decide how to resolve the conflict.  
The above situations may not even occur if the principals decide to cancel all extra-curricular activities 
during a strike. One Grossmont League school reportedly is considering that option. "Principals have that 
authority and make that decision," Marquand said. "That's a decision the individual principals would have 
to make."  
The cancellation of some regular-season games would not prevent Grossmont League teams from 
qualifying for the CIF-San Diego Section playoffs.  
"We don't care how many games they've won or played," section commissioner Kendall Webb said. "We 
go to the different leagues and say 'OK, who are your top two teams?' They just tell us who they are."  
But if the strike were to continue through the playoffs, and the principals had elected not to have their 
schools participate in sports, then at-large entries from other leagues would be used to fill the field, Webb 
said.  
History, however, may be on the side of athletics. "We've never had a game canceled," Webb said. "At 
least not during the nine years I've been here."  
GRIFFINS WIN TITLE -- The Grossmont College men's cross country team won its 17th straight 
conference title, beating previously undefeated MiraCosta, 16-44. The Griffins have won 18 titles in the 20 
years they've competed in cross country.  
Both teams entered the meet with 3-0 records in the Pacific Coast Conference. But Grossmont, behind 
Martin Sandoval, took the top four places and six of the first seven to extend its dual-meet winning streak 
to 57. The Griffins' 20-year dual-meet record is 116-3.  
NEW NORSEMEN -- Valhalla High filled three coaching positions, athletic director Carl Iavelli said 
yesterday. Cary Demaree will take over the girls' and boys' track and cross country teams. Demaree 
replaces Don Roberson, who coached the Norsemen to the Grossmont League's girls' track title last year 
and helped the Valhalla girls' cross country team win 38 consecutive dual meets (before losing to El 
Capitan and Helix on Oct. 18). Demaree was Roberson's assistant last year.  



Don Ackerly, an assistant at Grossmont College, will take over the boys' tennis team, and Robin 
McDonald will handle Valhalla's swimming program and will be an assistant for girls' volleyball. McDonald 
is a teacher at Valhalla, recently hired out of 72 candidates.  
HELIX HURTS -- The Helix Highlanders lost more than a football game when they fell 31-15 to Granite 
Hills last week. Senior defensive lineman Steve Saylor broke an arm and will miss the rest of the season.  
Helix is regrouping after its loss to the Eagles. Granite Hills hopped over the Highlanders in the top 10, 
moving into third while Helix dropped a notch to fourth.  
The Highlanders could not overcome a near-perfect first half by Granite Hills. The Eagles took a 17-0 lead 
at the half.  
"That's the most emotional I've seen a Granite Hills team in a long time," Helix coach Jim Arnaiz said. 
"They just played a very, very good ball game in the first half.  
Granite Hills' offensive line just exploded on the Highlanders, driving the Helix defenders back as much as 
4 yards on some plays. The Eagles really took advantage of the right side. Running back Tom Vardell 
scored all four of his touchdowns and a had a 44-yard run on plays to the right.  
The majority of the monster holes on the right side were provided by senior Dan Barnes (6-foot-2, 235 
pounds) and Paul Rinks (6-1, 211).  
RUNNING -- Valhalla's Mark Dani finished second to another San Diegan in the boys' sweepstakes race 
at Saturday's Mount San Antonio College Invitational cross country race in Walnut. San Diego High's 
Marc Davis won the race in 14:58. Dani finished in 15:00.3. Monte Vista finished 11th in the boys' team 
sweepstakes.  
Grossmont High's Darcy Arreola finished third among the girls, running the 3,000-meter race in 18:19, two 
seconds behind second-place Tracey Williams of El Monte High in Mountain View. Rebecca Chamberlain 
of San Jose Leigh won the sweepstakes race in 17:45. More than 270 schools participated in the event.  
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