
 

 
Evening Tribune (San Diego, CA) 

Grossmont's plans for women's center far beyond infancy  
Rod Richardson Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: October 15, 1987 
Having a baby at Grossmont District Hospital may soon be as private as having a baby at home.  
Planning for a $15 million women's center is well under way, and the director of the proposed center said 
she hopes ground-breaking ceremonies will happen this spring.  
Janie Frincke, who directs the hospital's pediatrics department, said yesterday that hospital planners have 
identified a need for more obstetrical space.  
"We're kind of bursting at the seams in our present state," Frincke said.  
Frincke said the two-story center will include all the existing obstetrical and gynecological services 
provided at the hospital, but she said women will have a more relaxed atmosphere in which to deliver 
their babies.  
"The rooms will be private, but they'll have more of a homelike environment because we wanted to make 
it a nice experience for the woman as well as her entire support group," Frincke said.  
The 62,000-square-foot building will include 48 adult beds, 12 neonatal beds, a gift shop and second-
story offices.  
Frincke said the center will also be a marketing tool to attract women.  
Another goal for the center is to consolidate and expand services, Frincke said. With more emphasis 
being placed on health education, Frincke said she plans to open a resource library for women.  
"We want people to see us as a health-oriented facility, rather than just some place to go when you're 
sick," Frincke said.  
Funding for the center has been narrowed to two options, said Doug Conklin, the hospital's chief financial 
officer.  
Conklin said the leading option appears to be a $14 million bond issue that would be repaid during a 30-
year period. He said another option is a pooled bond issue that makes use of previously sold bonds that 
have been set aside especially for district hospitals. Conklin said these bonds can be risky because they 
carry variable interest rates that can change as often as once a month.  
"It gets into some complicated issues," he said. "In fact, it's so complicated that we've literally spent days 
studying it, as well as our other options."  
The center would be constructed at the hospital's northeast corner and would be attached to the main 
building by connecting corridors. It should help to accommodate a slight baby boom which has taken 
shape in the past year.  
Last May the hospital recorded an all-time high of 341 births.  
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