
 

 
San Diego Union-Tribune, The (CA) 

Grossmont and Cuyamaca dealing with huge enrollment  
Published: September 2, 2010 
A record number of students are enrolled this semester at Grossmont and Cuyamaca colleges. A record 
number of frustrated students are also on the waiting lists to get in a shrinking offering of courses.  
The Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District reports there are 28,760 students enrolled at both 
colleges for the current semester, a 5 percent increase from the 27,473 enrolled last year. 
Grossmont registered 19,278 students and Cuyamaca nearly 9,500, up from 18,901 at Grossmont and 
8,563 at Cuyamaca last year. 
But course sections have been cut from 6,064 last year to 5,256 this year, a 13 percent decrease. 
Because of the cuts due to the state budget crisis, some 13,279 students are on waiting lists for classes 
at Grossmont. Cuyamaca has 6,249 students waiting to get into classes. 
In June, California Community Colleges Chancellor Jack Scott held a conference with community college 
leaders and the president of the community colleges student senate to discuss the impact of budget cuts 
on the system. 
Said Mt. San Antonio College District President John Nixon at the June conference: "Let me put a face on 
the story. In our allied health programs, we have a 2- to 3-year waiting list to gain enrollment into the 
programs. Who is left out? It's the new student. Who is that new student? Very often that new student is 
the out-of-work person who is a causality of the recession or a re-entry student who is trying to gain skills 
to get a new job opportunity." 
The California Community Colleges is the largest system of higher education in the nation with 72 districts 
and 112 colleges serving close to 3 million students a year. 
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East County law enforcement honored at recent Elks Lodge fete 
Several East County police officials were honored at a recent Law Enforcement Appreciation Awards 
dinner at the El Cajon Elks Lodge #1812. 
San Diego County Sheriff Williams Gore was they keynote speaker. 
Honorees included Agent Bernardino Soto of the U.S. Customs/Border Protection office; District Attorney 
investigator Tom Morgans; El Cajon police Detective John Pearsley; La Mesa police Officer Cesar 
Delgado; and San Diego Deputy Probation Officer Shelly Christano. 
Others honored were Sheriff's Office detectives Jason Rouse and John Whiteman of Santee; Lemon 
Grove-based sheriff's Detective Pete Carillo; California Highway Patrol Officer Todd Neibert; Deputy U.S. 
Marshal Toni Wheetly; and Sycuan Police Department Officer Steve Webb. 
"The event went well," said El Cajon Elks trustee Cliff Diamond, a retired police chief in El Cajon. "The 
whole thing was for the Elks lodge to take some time to honor the officers out there doing good work in 
the field. We want to recognize those people serving us in the East County." 
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Grossmont College instructoradding to list of achievements 
Longtime San Diego journalist Donald H. Harrison has been selected as the new instructor for the class 
that produces Grossmont College's student newspaper The Summit. 
The district "wanted to create an Internet newspaper for Grossmont and we've already started it, putting 
up a few stories online," said Harrison, a San Carlos resident. "We'll have continuous news coverage with 
the Internet and a bi-weekly newspaper. It really is a challenge. We'll focus on news and breaking stuff on 
the Internet. For the newspaper, we'll focus more on graphic demonstration and feature stories and as a 
place for photographers to showcase their work." 
The student paper's website address is GCSummit.wordpress.com. 
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Harrison cofounded the San Diego Cruise Industry Consortium and the Old Town Trolley Tours company. 
He is the author of "Louis Rose, San Diego's first Jewish settler and entrepreneur," published in 2004, 
and is the creator of the online paper San Diego Jewish World. 
"I'm adding to my portfolio," said Harrison, laughing. 
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