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Fire station renovations get council's OK, $1.2 million upgrade planned 
Michele Clock STAFF WRITER   
Published: March 14, 2009 
The city of La Mesa will soon start on a $1.2 million renovation of one of its fire stations.  
The La Mesa City Council this week approved a nearly $916,000 contract with a San Diego company to 
upgrade Fire Station 13, which is on Grossmont Boulevard on the city's eastern edge.  
Work is expected to begin next month and will include replacing the plumbing, heating and electrical 
systems, windows and roof, said Greg Humora, the city's director of public works and city engineer.  
Construction management and utility and inspection costs will push the price tag to an estimated $1.2 
million.  
The project is one of three funded by Proposition D, a $25 million bond measure approved by city voters 
in 2004 for public safety upgrades. The first, rebuilding Fire Station 11, on Allison Avenue, was completed 
in 2006, and the second, building a new police station nearby, is expected to be done in March 2010. 
Caltrans also rebuilt Fire Station 12, on Dallas Street, in the late 1990s because it was in the path of state 
Route 125.  
"It's great to see this finally coming to fruition," Councilman Ernie Ewin said this week.  
San Diego's Randall Construction is expected to complete the work this fall. In the meantime, the station 
will remain closed, with its fire crews temporarily working out of Fire Station 12. Fire Station 13 closed in 
December so work crews could remove asbestos.  
La Mesa Fire Chief Dave Burk said his department is analyzing response times on a regular basis and 
that so far the times have been "acceptable," despite the closure.  
According to a city staff report, the renovation will bring the building into compliance with current building 
and seismic codes and ensure that it can accommodate people with disabilities.  
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