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Explosives rules altered for La Mesa  
Contractors must notify residents within 500 feet  
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Published: June 26, 2003 
The city has tightened restrictions governing contractors who use explosives after a backlash from 
residents who say the earth-shaking explosions are damaging their homes.  
Contractors using explosives now must notify residents within 500 feet of a job site and keep more 
detailed records of the explosions under the rules adopted Tuesday night by the La Mesa City Council. 
Current regulations required notification of residents within 300 feet. 
The City Council approved the new rules after scores of residents, staff and geology experts testified 
during a seven-hour meeting. 
The blasting issue surfaced last month as residents along Blackton Drive complained that explosions 
from an 18-home development on Massachusetts Avenue were cracking concrete and plaster in their 
homes. 
Crews were clearing for the first of the three developments planned for the hills of south La Mesa when 
an explosion hurled a boulder through the roof of a storage shed on an adjacent property in April. 
No one was injured in the accident, but the incident stirred residents already unsettled over the housing 
developments planned for the area. 
In all, 283 houses are expected to be built in three developments between Spring Street and 
Massachusetts Avenue over the next few years. 
More than 100 people packed the City Council chambers Tuesday to encourage the tighter blasting 
restrictions and oppose the 36-home Hilltop development -- the last of the three projects to be approved 
in the area. 
The council approved the 36-home Hilltop development Tuesday amid concerns that blasting there could 
damage existing homes. 
The project will be built on 8.3 acres adjacent to the site of the April blasting accident. San Diego 
developer Intracorp said grading on the project likely would begin in the spring. 
City Development Director Dave Witt and a geologist hired by the city said the old blasting regulations 
were adequate. The problems arose, they said, because the contractor did not adhere to the policy. The 
contractor did not cover the blast area with a special protective barrier that would have contained the 
rocks, Witt said. 
"A corner was cut that shouldn't have been," he said. 
The city also will require more detailed blasting records be kept, including the size and precise location of 
the blast. On at least two occasions, Witt said, the ground shook slightly more than the limit outlined in the 
city ordinance. 
Under the new rules, the developer or contractor also must place large signs on or near the site, warning 
residents of upcoming explosions. 
Residents at the meeting seemed pleased with the changes, but wanted the sphere of notification to be 
much larger. Some wanted residents who live as far as 1,500 feet to be notified, but the council said that 
was overkill. 
"We had probably the most conservative blasting ordinance in the region, and we heard 
recommendations from everyone and came up with a compromise," Mayor Art Madrid said yesterday. 
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