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Enrollment at area's community colleges falls precipitously  
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Fall enrollment at San Diego County's community colleges has plunged as much as 9.8 percent, 
unexpectedly steep drops blamed in part on a $3-per-unit student fee increase and a much heftier charge 
for degree-holders. Opening-day enrollment at the San Diego Community College District's three 
campuses was 8.6 percent below last fall's, the district said shortly after classes resumed yesterday.  
In North County, where most classes will begin Monday, the student registration was down about 9.3 
percent at Palomar College and down 9.8 percent at MiraCosta College. 
Southwestern College in Chula Vista reported enrollment was down 9.1 percent. 
From most officials, speculation on the declines focused on two causes. 
"I suspect a lot of it has to do with the fees," San Diego district Chancellor Augustine P. Gallego said, 
adding that it will take time to draw firm conclusions. 
In Oceanside, MiraCosta President H. Deon Holt also pointed to fees and added, "I think the poor 
economic condition has something to do with it, too." 
The state Legislature and Gov. Wilson this year raised course fees at community colleges to $13 per unit, 
up from $10 the previous year. Most courses count for three or four units; many full-time students take 12 
to 15 units a semester. 
Fees for most students who have already earned bachelor's or graduate degrees were boosted to $50 a 
unit last January, triggering an immediate departure by 50 percent of degree-holders in most districts. 
Ann Reed, a vice chancellor at California Community College headquarters in Sacramento, said there are 
unconfirmed indications that many of those who remained were willing to "tough it out" with the higher fee 
for one semester only. 
While the basic fees are modest compared to those levied by the California State University and 
University of California systems, officials say many of the working-class, low-income students served by 
the two-year system can ill afford even a $3-a-unit fee increase. 
For many, the fees come on top of costs for textbooks, transportation, parking, a health-services fee and 
child care that already made it difficult to balance a budget. California's community colleges were free as 
recently as 1983-84, and the fees are still the lowest in the nation. 
District officials yesterday said they hoped their enrollment losses would be offset by late enrollment over 
the next two weeks and increases in course loads. State support to the colleges is heavily driven by 
enrollment. 
In the San Diego district, the steepest decline was seen at the biggest campus, Mesa College. Its 19,831 
students represent an 11.7 percent drop from August 1992. 
City College, with 10,900 students, suffered about a 6 percent drop, while the decline for Miramar 
College, with 5,380 students, was less than 1 percent. 
The San Diego district had prepared for an enrollment roughly equal to last year's, Gallego said, with no 
major reductions in course offerings. 
Southwestern enrollment was placed at 15,134 students. School spokeswoman Susan Herney said most 
of the decline was in evening students and students who return after skipping a previous semester. 
Herney said some prospective students may be unaware that proposals for even steeper fee increases 
were turned back. "When the governor's budget was first announced, he said units were going to $30," 
she noted, "and in reality they are still $13. 
"We're still in OK shape, but we are watching the numbers very carefully," she said. 
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Palomar College in San Marcos tallied 18,537 students as of yesterday, while MiraCosta, in Oceanside, 
counted 7,847. 
"We're not overly concerned about the drop," said MiraCosta's Holt. "I think it will be just short-term, and 
that eventually it will climb back up to reflect the population growth in North County." 
Figures were unavailable from the Grossmont-Cuyamaca District; classes there begin Monday.  
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