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Reluctant taxpayers pose bond's biggest hurdle 
E. County's only hospital is seeking $247 million  
Anne Krueger STAFF WRITER   
Published: May 13, 2006 
With no official opposition to a $247 million bond for Sharp Grossmont Hospital, the biggest challenge 
for backers of the measure is overcoming the reluctance of voters who don't want to raise their taxes.  
The bond measure, Proposition G on the June 6 ballot, must be supported by two-thirds of voters for 
approval. Backers say their surveys found that between 23 percent and 27 percent of voters would never 
favor a bond. 
With that in mind, supporters are trying to spread the message about the importance of the La Mesa 
hospital to East County residents. Sharp Grossmont is the only hospital in East County. 
"If they understand what it is we're doing and how it's going to increase the capacity for good health care 
right here in East County, then they will support it," said Barry Jantz, chief executive officer of the 
Grossmont Healthcare District. 
The district's five-member board put the measure on the ballot. 
The bond would add $19.89 per $100,000 of assessed value to a property owner's tax bill for the next 30 
years. The average property owner would pay an additional $41 a year, based on an average assessed 
value of $206,000 for property in East County.  
Assessed value, as determined by the county assessor's office, is often much less than the current 
market value of a property. 
Other recent bond measures requiring two-thirds approval have failed to get enough votes, most notably 
a $199 million bond sought in November 2002 by the Grossmont Union High School District. That 
measure received 63.6 percent of the vote -- about 3 percentage points shy of passing.  
When the high school district sought approval of a $274 million bond nearly two years later under a 
different law that required only 55 percent approval, the measure passed.  
Hospital officials don't have the option of seeking a lower voter threshold. Two-thirds approval is required 
by law. 
Jantz said the hospital is well perceived by most residents, unlike the years of controversy that have 
plagued the high school district. 
"We don't have the issues," he said. 
No ballot arguments were filed against the bond measure, and it has received numerous endorsements, 
including those of the San Diego East County Chamber of Commerce, county Supervisor Dianne Jacob, 
and the San Diego Taxpayers Association. 
Sharp Grossmont Hospital, which opened in 1955, is operated by Sharp HealthCare under a 30-year 
lease with the Grossmont Healthcare District. 
The 481-bed hospital hasn't sought bond money since 1951, when voters overwhelmingly approved two 
bonds for construction of the facility. The hospital was built to serve a population of about 70,000; today, 
more than 500,000 people live in East County. 
The population growth and a state law requiring hospitals to be earthquake-safe by 2013 are driving the 
need for the bond. 
Sharp Grossmont has the busiest emergency room in the county, seeing about 220 patients a day. The 
hospital would play an even bigger role in providing emergency care for East County if the embattled 
Alvarado Community Hospital, on the eastern edge of San Diego, is forced to close, as some fear. 
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In 2004, Sharp Grossmont opened a new emergency room and critical care center, housed on two floors 
of a new five-story building. The top three floors of the building are just a shell. Money from the bond 
would be used to build out the floors and equip them with 24 intensive-care beds and 66 regular beds. 
Because of the current bed shortage, about a third of the 63 beds in the emergency room are used for 
longer-term patients. That causes more backups in the emergency room, said Michele Tarbet, the 
hospital's chief executive officer. 
Tarbet noted that the hospital already has state approval for the new section. If the bond is approved, 
construction work could begin early next year, she said. 
The hospital will have to remove 100 beds in 2013, when the state law requiring hospitals to be 
earthquake-safe goes into effect. A new lab, pharmacy and kitchen also will be needed to replace 
facilities now housed in a building that won't meet the new earthquake standards. 
Other bond money would be used to add five operating rooms. The hospital also needs to repair its 
elevators, electricity plant, carpeting, plumbing and fixtures, Tarbet said. 
If the measure passes, a nine-member independent oversight committee would monitor the expenditures. 
Committee members would include people with experience in public finance, construction and project 
management. 
The committee backing the bond measure reported raising $100,875 for the campaign, with $100,000 
coming from the hospital and much of the rest coming from hospital executives. 
A television campaign urging support of the bond has focused its attention on the hospital's importance 
to East County. Although many East County residents might go to other hospitals for routine needs, 
Sharp Grossmont is the closest for emergency medical services. 
Tarbet said she is often asked about the hospital's policy toward treating illegal immigrants. "Our mission 
is to take care of people who are sick and who need us," she said. "We can't ask if they're legal or illegal. 
And we wouldn't." 
Hospital officials, Jantz and other bond backers have spent the past few weeks speaking to civic groups 
and staffing telephone banks to urge residents to vote for the bond. 
Their effort appeared to pay off at a recent presentation before the La Mesa Lions. 
After hearing about the proposal, Doris Calkins of Spring Valley said she supported the bond. However, 
she added, "People may not vote for it because it's upping their taxes." 
Jerry Wallander, a retired financial planner who had just been a patient at the hospital, said the bond is 
necessary to ensure the hospital's growth. 
"I think there's no question we're going to need it now, and even more later," he said. 
2006 VOTE 
Grossmont Hospital Bond 
Another overview story is planned for May 31. Complete election coverage is online at 
election.uniontrib.com. 
Hospital bond sought 
The Grossmont Healthcare District encompasses a 750-square-mile area that covers most of East 
County. The district's approximately 240,000 voters are being asked to approve Proposition G, a $247 
million bond measure on the June 6 ballot. More than 150,000 property lots would have the additional tax 
if the bond is approved.  
Supporters of the measure have created a Web site, www.supportgrossmont.com. There is no official 
opposition. 
2006 Vote/ Proposition G  
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