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Council races have little to no suspense 
2 candidates running for the two open spots  
Liz Neely STAFF WRITER   
Published: August 18, 2006 
The November election for two seats on the City Council may already be decided.  
Only two candidates filed papers to run incumbent Councilman Ernie Ewin and second-grade teacher 
Mark Arapostathis. The deadline was Wednesday evening.  
The San Diego County Registrar of Voters has verified their paperwork, and both will be listed on the 
ballot. If other candidates emerge, voters would have to write their names on the ballot. 
Ewin, a real estate agent and interim executive director of the Grossmont College Foundation, was 
elected in 2002. He also served on the council from 1985 to 1990.  
Arapostathis, a teacher in the La Mesa-Spring Valley School District, also directs the district's Peter Pan 
Junior Theater program and serves on the La Mesa Community Services Commission. This would be his 
first time in elected office. 
Ewin said he appreciates residents' confidence in him and will still work to get his message out and 
discuss the issues. 
"By and large, I think people are pleased with the direction of the city," Ewin said. 
Both candidates were surprised more people didn't jump into the race. They acknowledged they won't 
have to concentrate as much on fund-raising. 
Arapostathis said he's already started walking neighborhoods and will continue doing so, despite the lack 
of competition. 
"I want to hear how they'd like me to represent them on the council and what ideas they have," 
Arapostathis said. 
La Mesa voters will also select a mayor and a city treasurer Nov. 7. Candidates for mayor had to declare 
their candidacy last week.  
Wednesday was the filing deadline for the council and city treasurer races because Councilman Barry 
Jantz and City Treasurer Jim Stieringer decided not to seek re-election. 
James Wieboldt, a Sheriff's Department collision investigator and a member of the La Mesa Community 
Parking Commission, and Eldon "Bud" Vogt, who lists his occupation as certified public accountant, are 
running for treasurer. Paperwork for both has been verified.  
Tamy Johniken filed papers late Tuesday. She did not gather enough signatures to qualify for the ballot. 
Mayor Art Madrid, a councilman since 1981 and mayor for the last 16 years, will run against Stieringer 
and Craig Maxwell, owner of Maxwell's House of Books in the Village.  
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