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Council OKs $100K study into replacing old facilities  
Matthew T. Hall STAFF WRITER   
Published: June 12, 2002 
Police Chief Cliff Resch worries that giving tours of his old police station would scare recruits away. But 
Councilman Rick Knepper said last night that it's the best way to persuade voters to replace the building.  
After hearing pleas to replace both the police and central fire stations, the City Council took a cautious 
step toward doing so last night. The council approved letting staff look into private consultants to study 
the issue. 
The council agreed to free up to $100,000 for hiring consultants, including pollsters, architects and real 
estate professionals. The money originally had been set aside in the budget for architectural fees for a 
new fire station and for remodeling the police station. 
City Manager Dave Wear said he would return to the council to ask its approval before hiring each 
consultant for the public safety project. 
Assistant City Manager Sandra Kerl said commissioning a poll to gauge support for replacing the stations 
and then presenting a plan to several community groups could cost $35,000. 
Wear has said the city could replace both stations through a $10 million to $15 million general obligation 
bond. He said there is no money in his budget or at the state level because of tight economic times. 
Last night Resch and fire Chief Doug Matter laid out arguments for new stations with a presentation they 
had prepared together. 
"It's been my mission since I got here (four years ago) to have Station 11 replaced," Matter said. 
"You're really preaching to the choir," Councilwoman Ruth Sterling told the two chiefs when they were 
done. 
She used the word emergency to describe the outdated conditions of both stations. Councilman Dave 
Allan, a former firefighter, called them appalling. 
The police station is 36 years old. The central fire station, 50 years old. Neither meets current seismic 
standards for earthquakes, the chiefs said. 
Another fire station on the eastern edge of town is 40 years old; Matter said it needs repairs, not 
replacement. 
Wear estimated the station needs $1 million in repairs. He estimated replacing the central fire station 
would cost $4 million, and replacing the police station could cost up to $10 million. 
Architectural plans have been drafted for replacing the fire station but not the police station. 
All the council members said they supported giving voters the chance to consider a bond measure, but 
they disagreed on when. 
Sterling urged the council to put a bond measure on the November ballot. But her colleagues said the city 
should not rush into placing a plan before voters until it had been studied more. 
The earliest regular election voters could decide the issue would be March 2004, although the council 
could vote to place it on a special election. 
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