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Council members list gifts received 
Dale's tickets exceeded limit  
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Santee Councilman Jack Dale reported receiving $500 worth of Los Angeles Lakers tickets last year, 
higher than the $390 annual limit that public officials were allowed to receive from a single source.  
In El Cajon, Mayor Mark Lewis accepted more than $1,900 worth of gifts last year, the highest dollar 
amount of the East County city officials who reported gifts.  
East County elected officials, who were required to file the statements by April 1, showed wide discretion 
when it came to accepting freebies. Some council members accepted no gifts; others took several.  
Dale said he didn't realize that accepting the basketball tickets, a gift from the law firm that provides legal 
services to the city, may have violated laws enforced by the state's Fair Political Practices Commission. 
Dale said he thought he could receive the tickets because the games in April and November fell in 
different basketball seasons.  
"My intentions were pure," Dale said. "It sounds like I may have to make some adjustments."  
Santee City Attorney Shawn Hagerty, whose firm Best Best & Krieger gave Dale the tickets, said he had 
not seen the disclosure form until this week. Hagerty said he planned to report the error to the FPPC and 
"accept whatever violation they deem necessary."  
"Basically, we just made an honest mistake about the timing of the two events," Hagerty said. "While it 
was a mistake, we take responsibility for it."  
Violations of the state's Political Reform Act carry penalties of up to $5,000, said Roman Porter, the 
FPPC's executive director.  
Dale accepted $950 in gifts, which was more than his colleagues on the Santee City Council. Mayor 
Randy Voepel didn't report any gifts in 2008, unlike past years. Councilmen Brian Jones and Hal Ryan 
also reported no gifts. Councilman John Minto said he took a $39 fruit basket from trash hauler Waste 
Management.  
In El Cajon, Lewis' council colleagues reported getting few or no gifts.  
Lewis said that he reports all gifts he receives, even those under the $50 reporting limit, and that the 
items don't influence his votes.  
"It doesn't give up one lick of influence one way or the other," Lewis said. "As long as you don't bother me 
while I'm eating, I'll listen to you."  
Lewis' gifts included tickets to four Padres games, two of them from Newport Diversified, which owns 
Parkway Bowl, and the others from Allied Waste, a trash and recycling company, and phone company 
AT&T. He also received $250 worth of tickets to the Miramar Air Show from the San Diego County 
Regional Airport Authority, though Lewis said he got lost on the way to the show and never got in.  
Just before Christmas, Lewis received a $120 gift basket and a pack of 20 movie tickets from Westfield, 
which operates El Cajon's Parkway Plaza.  
Meanwhile, El Cajon Councilman Gary Kendrick listed $100 in baseball tickets from Chicago Title; 
Councilman Bob McClellan listed a $75 lunch given by the San Diego County Fair; and Councilman Bill 
Wells listed a $75 Lowe's gift card from Jim Kelly, a member of the Grossmont Union High School District 
board.  
Councilwoman Jillian Hanson-Cox listed no gifts on her disclosure form.  



In La Mesa, Councilman Ernest Ewin reported accepting nearly $800 in gifts, including tickets to 
Padres games from Cox Communications, San Diego Gas & Electric and AT&T, and breakfasts 
from the San Diego East County Chamber of Commerce.  
Mayor Art Madrid accepted two tickets to a Padres game from Cox worth a total of $120, and 
parking to attend the San Diego County Regional Airport Authority meetings, valued at $305. 
Councilman Dave Allan listed a $98 San Diego Chargers ticket from AT&T. Councilman Mark 
Arapostathis and Councilwoman Ruth Sterling didn't report any gifts.  
In Lemon Grove, council members reported few to no freebies, though Padres gifts were a popular item. 
Mayor Mary Sessom accepted $120 worth of Padres tickets from Cox and AT&T; Councilman Jerry Selby 
accepted nearly $175 in Padres and concert tickets from San Diego's Nasland Engineering firm and the 
El Cajon law firm McDougal, Love, Eckis, Boehmer, Foley, Lough, which handles legal services for the 
city.  
Lemon Grove Councilwoman Mary England accepted a $100 gift card from the La Mesa Chamber of 
Commerce, where she works as president and chief executive officer. Councilmen Jerry Jones and 
George Gastil did not report taking any gifts during their reporting periods.  
The conflict-of-interest statements showed McDougal, Love, Eckis gave Padres tickets to several city 
officials on April 26, 2008. According to a memo written by the firm last year, McDougal, Love, Eckis 
hosted an event at Petco Park for Lemon Grove City Council members, staff and guests at a cost of 
$49.69 per person, just below the $50 reporting limit.  
 
Copyright 2009 Union-Tribune Publishing Co. 


