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RECESSION? NOT AT GROSSMONT UNION 
Construction will be picking up soon as district approves $27 million in 
contracts  
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East County  
Construction will be picking up soon in the Grossmont Union High School District.  
The district recently awarded $27 million worth of contracts for construction at four school campuses and 
a training site for disabled students.  
Included are:  
• $11.5 million in contracts for construction of a new classroom building at Granite Hills High School in El 
Cajon;  
• $3.5 million in contracts for modernizing buildings 900, 1100 and 1200 and a chiller room at El Capitan 
High School in Lakeside;  
• $4.9 million in contracts for modernizing buildings 400 and 500 at Helix High Charter School in La Mesa;  
• $2.7 million for construction of a new child development center at Grossmont High School in El Cajon;  
• $4.7 million for modernizing the Work Training Center in El Cajon.  
In addition, the district is waiting for the state's Division of the State Architect, which reviews and 
approves school construction designs, to look over proposals for swimming pools at West Hills High in 
Santee; Steele Canyon Charter High in Rancho San Diego and Granite Hills High, along with a proposal 
for a new classroom building at Grossmont High School.  
Funding is coming from the district's proposition H/U bond construction program. District voters approved 
Proposition H, a $274 million bond measure, in 2004. They approved Proposition U, a $417 million 
measure, in 2008. Proposition H funds have been nearly spent. Proposition U is still in the early stages.  
Katy Wright, bond construction program manager, said she expects more than $80 million in construction 
contracts to be awarded this year.  
The proposed construction of a high school in Alpine gets more attention than other projects in the district 
because of the political battles over when to start construction and how much to spend. The high school 
is still being designed and plans must still be submitted to the Division of the State Architect for review 
and approval before the district can decide to seek construction bids.  
The Citizens Bond Oversight Committee last week voted to recommend to stop work on the high school 
project, except for completing the acquisition of property to build it. The committee cited concerns about 
declining enrollment reducing the need for a new school.  
The district has spent $16.5 million on the project so far, including land acquisition, environmental impact 
reports and design, said Scott Patterson, the district's deputy superintendent for business services.  
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