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Crisis in the classroom 
Community colleges cancel courses over state budget woes  
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Thousands of San Diego community college students beginning their spring term yesterday scrambled to 
find replacements for last-minute course cancellations resulting from the state budget crisis.  
For the first time, San Diego Community College District's three colleges canceled more than 270 courses 
-- nearly 6 percent of offerings -- for which students had already registered. 
On a chaotic Mesa College campus yesterday, students squeezed into overflowing classrooms to "crash" 
and enroll in other courses. 
William Sullivan, a 20-year-old student, got the call Friday that his introductory astronomy class had been 
cut. Sullivan, who had hoped to transfer to San Diego State University next year, said the cancellations 
would probably push back his transfer date a year. 
"I was a little disappointed," Sullivan said, flipping through a course catalog as he searched for a fifth 
course replacement. He had already been rejected from a packed humanities class earlier in the day. 
Throughout San Diego County, several community colleges are bracing for proposed midyear cuts and 
even larger revenue drops next year. In December, Gov. Gray Davis proposed $215 million in cuts for 
community colleges to address a multibillion-dollar budget deficit. While the cuts have yet to be approved 
by the legislature, many college officials say the uncertain economic climate and projections for additional 
reductions next year make it necessary to take action now. 
Across the state, colleges are projecting they will have to turn away tens of thousands of students unable 
to get into courses. At San Diego Community College District, officials predict many students will take an 
additional six months or one year before they can transfer to four-year colleges. 
"It does not look good," said Omero Suarez, chancellor at Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College in 
East County. "We're not even at the worst of it. This coming year is going to be considerably worse." 
Grossmont-Cuyamaca axed more than 90 anticipated courses this term, meaning about 8,000 students 
are on waiting lists for classes they likely will not receive. In dealing with the proposed midyear cuts, the 
district has also cut library hours and decreased the number of counselors and academic advisers. 
At Southwestern College in South County, officials are trying to cut nearly 5 percent from their current 
fiscal year budget by slashing department and programming costs. 
Throughout the region, college estimates for current year cuts range from several hundred thousand 
dollars to several million dollars. 
At City College, 134 classes were cut this term, which is nearly an 8 percent reduction. Mesa College 
canceled 108, about 5 percent of classes, and Miramar College cut 30 classes, nearly 4 percent. 
Some colleges, including Palomar and Miracosta in North County say their budget cuts will not result in 
reductions in this term's course offerings. While courses have been eliminated because enrollment was 
too low, officials said, most of the losses could be absorbed by putting off maintenance and instructional 
equipment purchases. 
Many San Diego County community colleges are projecting significantly reduced summer course 
offerings, which would also affect University of California and Cal State college students. 
Mesa College projects as much as a 25 percent cut in course offerings this summer, and possibly another 
5 percent cut next fall, said President Constance Carroll. The cuts are ill-timed, Carroll said, because the 
campus had projected 8 percent enrollment growth to meet increased demand for classes. Many of those 
students will not be accommodated. 
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"It's unfortunate," said Augustine Gallego, chancellor of the San Diego Community College District. "The 
governor needs to focus more on the importance of community colleges." 
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