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Classrooms will be jampacked and some courses will be in short supply. Still, despite a money crunch, 
there should be no need for students to panic when Grossmont and Cuyamaca colleges start their fall 
semesters next week.  
"We've had budget problems like every district has. But if they're willing to be flexible, our students should 
get the courses they want," said Sam Ciccati, president of Cuyamaca College. 
"We feel we'll be able to take care of most of our students," he said. 
Enrollment at the 13-year-old Rancho San Diego campus should top 5,000, up from 4,500 last year, 
Ciccati said. 
At Grossmont College in El Cajon, enrollment will rise slightly to 17,800, said President Richard Sanchez. 
Cash shortages have forced both colleges -- run by the Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College 
District -- to trim their course catalogs and pare some employees' salaries. 
Unlike San Diego State University, where 12 percent of fall classes have been deleted and scores of 
workers laid off, the hardships at Grossmont and Cuyamaca won't be as severe, officials predict. 
At Grossmont, 76 of about 1,500 classes have been canceled for the entire year, and employees who 
leave or retire aren't being replaced, Sanchez said. 
To compensate, the college will put more students into each classroom, he said. 
"Certainly our students will feel some impact," Sanchez said. "But we're trying to reduce the impacts on 
students as much as possible." 
Cuyamaca has canceled its January intersession program and will make cuts in its summer offerings, 
Ciccati said. Officials have tried hard to spare courses in the fall and spring semesters, he said. 
"By being creative, we've been able to get our cuts without impacting the core too much," Ciccati said. 
With SDSU classes scarce, both presidents expect an increase in the number of course-seeking SDSU 
students enrolling at the two East County campuses. Students at SDSU traditionally co-enroll in 
community colleges, applying credits earned toward their graduation requirements. 
Cuyamaca, in fact, is courting SDSU students who can't get all the classes they want. 
"We've sent letters to SDSU students in our ZIP code encouraging them to check us out," Ciccati said.  
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