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College fine business for E. County 
District generated $35 million in '90 income, report says  
Michael Bunch Staff Writer   
Published: May 21, 1991 
Chancellor Donald Walker likes to brag that the Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District is 
"priceless" to East County.  
But a more unbiased view from a consultant hired to address just that question puts the price tag at $35 
million -- up 14 percent from three years ago. 
According to an economic impact study prepared by San Diego State University's Office of Research and 
Service for Post-Secondary Education, the Grossmont-Cuyamaca district is a big business in East 
County. 
In 1990, the district generated $35 million in income for the area, according to the 21-page study that will 
be presented to the trustees tonight. This includes local purchases, salaries, campus construction, district 
foundation grants to the community and financial aid received by students. 
"The main point of the study is that we are a large, large business," said Walker, who commissioned the 
economic study for the district that oversees Grossmont and Cuyamaca colleges in El Cajon. 
"People think of us as just this academic resource educating people and that kind of thing, but we 
leverage money into this society at a great rate. We don't want people to forget that," Walker said 
yesterday. 
"When we need to ask for support from the community, we want to be able to make the point that we are 
vital to this region," he added. 
The report, which cost the district $300, is a follow-up to a 1988 report also done by SDSU researchers. 
Besides providing income, the college district is one of the largest employers in East County, according to 
the study. 
Grossmont-Cuyamaca employed 964 people in 1990 and an estimate of the additional jobs created as a 
result of college dealings is 1,610. The combined jobs figure of 2,574 represents an 8 percent growth rate 
from 1987, the study said. 
On the down side, Grossmont-Cuyamaca's average financial deposits in local banks fell by 16 percent 
from 1987 to 1990, according to the report. 
Officials say the drop is indicative of the tighter hold on funding from the state, which provides the bulk of 
operating funds for public community college districts. 
"It just means that we are rotating money out faster and faster," Walker said. "It's a reflection of the 
economics of the state."  
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