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ADVANCED PARKING METERS HELP LA MESA LOOK SMART  
City makes $15,583 on meters that take credit or debit cards and reset 
themselves  
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Although only 102 of the city's more than 450 parking meters are considered "smart meters," La Mesa is 
looking pretty smart a little more than a year after their placement along La Mesa Boulevard from Acacia 
Avenue to Fourth Street.  
At a cost of nearly $75,000, the city installed the meters throughout the Downtown Village area in October 
2010. The meters accept coins, credit cards and debit cards and reset themselves when parking spaces 
become vacant.  
A recent report from the city's Community Development Department to the Parking Commission shows 
that after 14 months, the meters are doing what the city hoped — making a profit.  
The report notes that the meters averaged 22,700 transactions per month last year, totaling $145,500 in 
both coin and credit/debit revenues. The average coin transaction was 50 cents; credit/debit was $1.14. 
The estimated profit for the year from the smart meters was $15,583.  
La Mesa Mayor Art Madrid reiterated the reason behind the city investing in the meters.  
"The installation of these parking meters was for the purpose of improving the availability of parking and 
also to contribute to the capital improvement projects for the downtown parking meter district," Madrid 
said. As the city expands its use of the meters, it anticipates they will generate additional revenue for 
capital improvements in the village, Madrid said.  
Chris Gonzales, the city's community development program coordinator who works with the Parking 
Commission, said some of the sensors on the smart meters are having technical problems and because 
the warranty has expired on them, city workers are fixing them.  
One-time La Mesa mayoral candidate Laura Lothian, a La Mesa Boulevard-based Realtor who is on the 
Parking Commission, has been an outspoken critic of the city's parking meters. Lothian has stated that 
she feels the money collected in the meters needs to be spent to beautify the areas where they stand.  
At a January City Council meeting, Lothian handed Madrid and the rest of the council glossy handouts 
showing the importance of spending some money on sidewalk power washing, street sweeping and 
flowers in trash-free planters that line La Mesa Boulevard. She is concerned that the city won't be spruced 
up for the city's centennial events this year.  
"We're trying to do something for the centennial and we don't want people seeing a shabby downtown," 
Lothian said. "Downtown La Mesa is to La Mesa is like the Hotel del Coronado is to Coronado. If you care 
about downtown, we are the historic symbol for the centennial and we have to show a prettier face."  
The money from the meters, according to the city code, goes into a fund to keep the meters in working 
condition, paint and mark streets and curbs, regulate traffic, pay off parking revenue bonds and other 
public improvements "related to the maintenance and enhancement of facilities within parking districts as 
determined appropriate by the city council."  
Councilman Ernie Ewin said, "The funds are not just for accumulation but hopefully directed toward 
parking solutions in other ways to address a number of needs we have within the parking district. It's not 
really discretionary for any use. (The meter money) is specifically designated for infrastructure. But Laura 
makes a good point... we ought to keep (the area) up and looking good."  
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