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The race for two City Council seats Nov. 5 features an incumbent, a former councilman, a planning 
commissioner and a man who says he has been a citizen observer of the council since 1998.  
All of them say that managing the city's finances is a high priority. And in a strange twist, some of the 
candidates are endorsing each other in the race. 
Who they are 
Political newcomer Chris Christensen considers the city's economic health the largest issue in the 
campaign. In lean economic times, he promised not to balance the budget by cutting public safety or 
senior services. 
The 39-year-old mortgage loan officer has lived in La Mesa for five years. He is divorced, with a 5-year-
old daughter, and has a bachelor's degree in English from the University of San Diego. 
He said he supports a bond measure to replace the aging police and fire stations, as the council is 
considering. But he added that the council should seek community input first and expand the measure to 
include a new City Hall. 
"We need to incorporate all the municipal projects that are out there," he said. 
Christensen said he made up his mind to run after dreaming up two new ideas for the city and deciding to 
push for them himself. He champions an outdoor book drop at the county library branch in La Mesa and a 
cleanup day designed to stop litter and vandalism in the city. 
He proposes changing the city's land-use plan to handle new transit development and housing and 
adding streaming video of council meetings to the city's Web site. An advocate of alternative 
transportation, he also wants to see horseback police patrols at special city events. 
"Am I looking to change La Mesa?" he said. "Not really. I want to make it a little better. I want to be able to 
advocate what people want." 
He said he would serve only one four-year term because of a conviction the country's founding fathers 
believed in term limits. 
Telecommunications software manager Lisa De Jesus has a bachelor's degree in public administration 
from San Diego State University. 
Her thesis there was on the dysfunctional financial relationship of state and local government. She said 
that prepared her well for public office. 
De Jesus was appointed to the city's planning commission in February 2001. She has lived eight of her 
40 years in the city. The divorced mother of two teen-agers also has an associate's degree in Spanish 
from Grossmont College. 
"The issues in the campaign are the economy, the economy and the economy," she said. "Those are the 
three issues." 
De Jesus backs a bond measure for new police and fire stations, and she vowed not to cut public safety 
to balance the budget. She said that, if necessary, she would look to trim administration and the parks 
and recreation department. 
She opposes making land-use policy decisions on fiscal grounds and said she finds urban sprawl 
hideous. She also said she would explore new high-density and senior housing. 
Unlike other candidates, she said the city's general plan needs no change. She said the city of 55,000 is 
prepared to handle any influx of residents or businesses. 
"I want to see the general plan's integrity maintained," she said. 
In 1998, after a stint as a non-voting Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District student trustee, 
she ran against two others bent on becoming a voting trustee. She finished third. 
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De Jesus is endorsed by Mayor Art Madrid and retiring Councilman Rick Knepper. She was unavailable 
for a photo. 
Management consultant Ernie Ewin was appointed to fill a vacancy on the council in 1985, then elected 
in 1986 to four more years. 
He said he quit after his term to focus on family and business but wants to return now because his four 
children are in their 20s. He has been married for 31 years and has lived in the city for 25. 
Ewin, 54, said the council has not done enough to replace aging infrastructure, such as municipal 
buildings, sewer lines and cracked sidewalks. 
"We're living off the past," he said. "We've either been afraid to spend the money or we've taken a 
strategy we'll address it when it's a problem." 
He said he not only supports a bond measure for new police and fire stations, but he plans to go door to 
door to drum up support for it. 
"It's my job," he said. "It's not city staff's job. It's not a consultant's job. That's how key I think it is." 
He said he also expects to revise the city's general plan. He said he wants to make it easier for people to 
find a place to live in La Mesa and to make it possible to build more houses near the town's trolley tracks 
and freeways. 
He said he would also work to accommodate redevelopment at Grossmont Center, where store leases 
expire in 2015. Ewin said the city should begin exploring infrastructure and zoning changes around the 
site now to keep the big sales-tax revenue generator down the line. 
Ewin received an associate's degree from Grossmont College and a bachelor's degree in economics from 
San Diego State University. 
He is endorsed by council member Barry Jantz, who is up for re-election this year, and Councilman Dave 
Allan, who is challenging Art Madrid for mayor. 
Incumbent Barry Jantz helped guide La Mesa through tricky financial times 10 years ago. Now, he wants 
a fourth term on the council to steer the city through another rough patch. 
He points to the Costco development on Fletcher Parkway as the greatest accomplishment of his tenure, 
and he said increasing sales-tax revenue by luring car dealers and other developers to town is how he 
would help again. 
In 1992, the city began laying off employees to keep its budget in check. With another revenue shortfall 
possible, Jantz repeated his refrain from the 1990s. He wouldn't cut public safety, but everything else 
would be on the table. 
"I'm not dumb enough to think there's not going to have to be some cuts in public services," he said. 
He said he would make those decisions, if they were called for, by weighing whether the cuts were 
needed in a single budget cycle or over several years. Jantz said the city could face four or five years of 
economic uncertainty. 
He said he wants "to ensure we continue those expected city services at the levels that La Mesans have 
come to expect." 
He said it was too early to say whether he supported any type of bond proposal for the police and fire 
stations because he wasn't sure what the measure would cost or when it would be placed on a ballot. 
First elected in 1990, Jantz is the district chief of staff for Assemblyman Jay La Suer and runs his own 
government affairs consulting firm. 
He has lived in the city for 26 years. At 43, he is married and has a baby daughter. He has an associate's 
degree from Grossmont College. 
Jantz touts endorsements from fellow candidates Ewin and Christensen. 
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