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Campaign spending reaches all-time high 
Records set in races in El Cajon, La Mesa  
Brian Hazle STAFF WRITER   
Published: February 7, 2003 
Candidates in East County's two largest cities raised and spent more money on their campaigns last year 
than ever before, rekindling talk of limiting campaign donations.  
In a rare moment of agreement, El Cajon Mayor Mark Lewis and City Councilman Dick Ramos both said 
this week the $123,000 they spent on last year's election was too much and donations should have a cap. 
Final campaign disclosure statements show Lewis raised $75,000, about $12,000 of it from three San 
Diego real estate firms, and spent $73,000. Ramos raised $48,000, including $8,000 he loaned his 
campaign, and spent $42,000. 
"The mayor had raised so much money, to be a viable candidate I had to raise money," said Ramos, who 
lost by 2,500 votes Nov. 5 after a bitter campaign. "I think it's time we put some limits on campaign 
finance." 
The El Cajon City Council approved voluntary spending limits of $35,000 in 1997, but no one volunteered. 
City Attorney Morgan Foley said similar measures in other cities were challenged in court, so theirs was 
shelved. 
The $123,000 spent by the top two El Cajon mayoral candidates, combined with the nearly $100,000 
raised by Councilman Gary Kendrick for his two elections last year, make it the most expensive election 
year in El Cajon history. 
Kendrick was first elected in a special March election to replace Todd Keegan, who resigned in July 2001. 
Kendrick received thousands in cash and in-kind donations from Jeffrey Hamann, owner of Hamann 
Construction and supporter of a controversial plan to move a coalition of churches into the El Cajon 
Towne Center Mall. 
Kendrick won that election and continued building his war chest for his successful bid for re-election in 
November. Larger contributors were labor unions and businesses such as Waste Management, the 
company that collects trash in El Cajon. 
Kendrick said limiting campaign donations would mean only those candidates who can afford to finance 
their own campaigns could run for office. 
"I had to get my message out, and I had to correct a lot of negative advertising," he said, referring to the 
March election. "The voters liked what was happening in the city, and that is why Mark Lewis and I raised 
so much money." 
Meanwhile, La Mesa mayoral candidates Art Madrid and Dave Allan also raised and spent record sums. 
Madrid, the incumbent, managed to defeat Allan despite Allan's $50,000 campaign fund. One of Allan's 
largest contributions -- $10,000 -- came from the La Mesa Firefighters Association. Madrid raised about 
$36,000, including $6,000 from the Barona Casino and $2,000 from the Viejas tribe. 
Madrid said he's against limiting campaign donations because more money doesn't necessarily mean 
more votes. 
"I really don't think that it's imperative that you have campaign limits," he said. "What you wind up doing is 
encouraging people to be deceptive and dishonest." 
Other candidates reported raising far less money: 
[] Vickie Butcher, El Cajon City Council, $10,474 
[] Anthony Chuisano, El Cajon City Council, $9,280 
[] Bill Murphy, El Cajon City Council, $8,423 
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[] Glen Gerbrand, mayor of El Cajon, $1,247 
[] Barry Jantz, La Mesa City Council, $16,320 
[] Ernie Ewin, La Mesa City Council, $17,185 
[] Chris Christensen, La Mesa City Council, $2,176 
Candidates who had not filed disclosure statements by yesterday afternoon were: 
[] Lisa de Jesus, La Mesa City Council  
[] Michael Cartwright Sr., mayor of El Cajon 
[] Mike Cornell, mayor of El Cajon 
[] Carmella Sottile, El Cajon City Council  
[] Russell Comstock, El Cajon City Council. 
Brian Hazle: (619) 593-4955; brian.hazle@uniontrib.com  

 
Copyright 2003, 2007 Union-Tribune Publishing Co. 

 


