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School's out (of cash) 
Budget cuts force districts to cancel summer classes  
Chris Moran STAFF WRITER   
Published: July 2, 2008 
Thousands of students in the county won't take classes this summer, school officials say, because 
districts don't have money to run them.  
San Diego Unified, Poway Unified and La Mesa-Spring Valley school districts have canceled summer 
school for all elementary students who aren't in special education. Middle and high school students will 
continue summer studies to keep them on pace for promotion or graduation. 
In East County, Lakeside Union School District has packed 35 students into classrooms that last summer 
had 20. Cajon Valley Union School District is running a program with 400 fewer students than last 
summer. 
Budget cuts caused Escondido Union School District to offer summer classes at only four campuses this 
year instead of its usual 11. 
Decisions to abandon summer school followed Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger's January proposal to cut $4 
billion from the projected education budget for the fiscal year that began yesterday. 
In May, Schwarzenegger revised his proposal to slightly increase education spending, allowing school 
districts to rescind most teacher layoff notices. 
However, school officials say, the revised proposal still amounts to a cut because it falls far short of 
covering inflation. Summer school is among the programs being reduced across the state -- although not 
in all districts. 
San Diego Unified projects saving $1.5 million by replacing elementary summer school with an extended-
day program during the year. The Oceanside Unified and National City school districts aren't cutting 
summer school at all. 
Escondido Union Superintendent Jennifer Walters said she is concerned about any summer school 
cutbacks. The students who need the most help are still getting it, Walters said, but any shrinking of 
summer school means fewer opportunities to learn. 
"I have seen the research where high-poverty kids and second-language learners actually go backwards 
(during summer vacation)," Walters said. "Think of the compounding effect over many summers. Then 
you're talking about a couple of years behind even if they made gains over the school year." 
Cajon Valley Union invited its lowest-scoring students to the four-week session that started last week 
before throwing its summer school doors open to higher-achieving students to fill remaining spots. 
It wasn't clear which students were which in Lydia Coppedge's fine arts/language arts class at Bostonia 
Elementary School in El Cajon. The back wall was covered with Picasso-style watercolor portraits painted 
by students learning about the Spanish painter. 
"In the school year, I have very few times when I can do art with my students," said Coppedge, who 
teaches English at a nearby middle school from September to June. 
At Hillsdale Middle School in the Cajon Valley school district, Mac Gunvaldson, 13, was getting ready for 
eighth grade by working with friends on an aerodynamics lesson in which they tested the flight of paper 
propellers by changing the angle of the blades. 
"Science was the hardest subject for everyone last year," Mac said. "Right now it's fun," he said as he 
watched his partners drop the paper propellers and record the results. "But when I get into math, I sort of 
want to be home." 
Some summer school classes are strictly for enrichment, which is the case at Hillsdale. The school has 
offered an advanced Shakespeare class for several summers and did not cancel the course this year. 
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Cajon Valley also offers an environmental summer camp course that includes field trips to the Crestridge 
Ecological Reserve, Birch Aquarium and the Chula Vista Nature Center. 
Recent research on the effectiveness of summer school is scant, said Elizabeth Burr of the nonprofit 
research lab WestEd, who recently examined studies. 
Burr said that research indicates that without summer school, the already existing gap between middle-
class students and students from low-income households who lag behind them academically grows 
wider. 
At the same time, Burr said, the overall results of summer school research are mixed. 
Some local educators are dubious about the value of summer school. They believe that money aside, 
they are getting better results with more after-school and Saturday school teaching instead of summer 
school. 
San Ysidro went to what Superintendent Manuel Paul calls "summer school during the regular year" in 
September. Paul said it's part of larger reforms San Ysidro has undertaken under federal orders to 
improve after a long streak of not meeting test score goals. 
Chula Vista Elementary School District abandoned summer school for all but its special education 
students about five years ago. 
The after-school programs it invests in get students help on the same campus and with the same 
teachers they have during the day, and those teachers don't have to spend any extra time diagnosing the 
problems as the 20 days of summer school tick away. 
Chula Vista Superintendent Lowell Billings made the analogy that the classroom teacher is like the family 
doctor. 
"When you go to the after-hours clinic, you don't get the same attention that you get from your family 
practitioners. They know more about you. They know what makes you tick," Billings said. 
They can spend the extra time fixing problems, not figuring out what the problems are, he said. 
The problem with cutting back summer school, said Carmen Myers, a Lemon Grove parent and executive 
board member for the PTA district covering San Diego and Imperial counties, is that budget cuts also 
have affected how much help is available to students during the school year. 
"The children who need intervention aren't getting it, and parents are relying on a summer program to 
catch their children up," Myers said. 
She said one of her neighbors had to hire a private tutor this summer to get her daughter on par with her 
peers in math. 
Fear of the so-called summer slide -- the lost ground during idle months that is documented in some 
studies -- has kept many school districts in the county committed to schooling in July and August. 
La Mesa-Spring Valley school board President Bob Duff said the budget crisis forced unpleasant choices. 
Though La Mesa-Spring Valley didn't lay off teachers, it closed a school and eliminated summer school. 
"In a perfect world, we would have added," Duff said. 
SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRAM CUTS 
A sampling of the summer school program cuts in the county: 
o Cajon Valley has 1,500 students in kindergarten through eighth grade in remedial and enrichment 
classes this summer, down from 1,900 last year. 
o La Mesa-Spring Valley had 1,730 students in kindergarten through eighth grade last summer, but has 
cut the summer program. 
o Poway Unified had 205 students in kindergarten through sixth grade last year, but has cut the 
elementary program. 
o San Diego Unified eliminated the kindergarten through sixth grade summer school program that had 
3,585 students last year. 
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