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Props. R and T stand for repair 
Backers say bond measures needed to fix campuses  
Leonel Sanchez STAFF WRITER   
Published: October 16, 2002 
When it opened in the early 1960s, Grossmont College expected enrollment to peak at 4,800 students. 
Today, more than 18,000 students attend the El Cajon campus.  
Nearby Cuyamaca College, which opened in the late 1970s, hasn't fared any better. Built for 3,500 
students, Cuyamaca has more than 8,000. 
To ease the overcrowding, the Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District will ask voters to pass 
Proposition R (for repair) on Nov. 5. 
The $207 million bond measure would pay for major repairs, renovations and new construction, including 
science and health buildings for Grossmont and communications, science and business buildings for 
Cuyamaca. 
The existing facilities are too old and worn out to meet expectations, said the district's chancellor, Omero 
Suarez. 
"We're cramped for space," he said. 
The district's funding alternatives are limited. It doesn't get enough money from the state funding to 
alleviate the overcrowding or pay for the repairs, Suarez said. And it can't raise student fees, because 
they are set by the state. 
Among California's community college districts, Grossmont-Cuyamaca ranks second in the most students 
per square feet. Enrollment at Cuyamaca's Rancho San Diego campus rose by more than 40 percent in 
just the past five years, and the combined enrollment at the two colleges is expected to reach 35,000 by 
2015. 
At Grossmont, hallways are being used for storage and even classroom space. Closets have been turned 
into faculty offices. 
Aging buildings at both campuses are plagued by leaky pipes and roofs, moldy carpets and poor heating 
and ventilation systems. The electrical power systems can barely support the current technology. 
The district is seeking approval of Proposition R under a state initiative passed in 2000 that allows bond 
measures to be passed with a 55 percent vote instead of two thirds. 
East County voters must also decide on Proposition T, the Grossmont High School Union District's $199 
million bond measure for school repairs. 
Both measures would raise property taxes to help repay the bonds. The Grossmont high school district, 
whose board was divided over the issue, is seeking two-thirds voter approval. 
Grossmont-Cuyamaca's Proposition R would tax East County property owners an additional $25 a year 
per $100,000 of assessed property value for 30 years. 
The district calculates the average property owner would pay an additional $42.50 a year, based on the 
average assessed home value of $170,000 in East County, where many residents have owned their 
homes or businesses for years. 
New owners would pay more. Critics point out that property assessed at $300,000, for instance, will be 
charged an additional $75 a year. 
An independent oversight committee and an independent auditor would monitor the spending. None of 
the funds would be spent on administrator salaries. 
Proposition R supporters say the taxpayer investment is worth it. Grossmont and Cuyamaca community 
colleges are the only public higher education institutions in East County and generate more than $150 
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million for the local economy through purchases and services. One of out every three East County adults 
has taken a class at Grossmont or Cuyamaca. More than half of all East County college-bound high 
school graduates enroll there. 
Proposition R supporters include federal, state and local elected officials: U.S. Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-El 
Cajon, county Supervisor Dianne Jacob, the mayors of La Mesa, El Cajon, Lemon Grove, Santee, as well 
as the San Diego County Taxpayers Association, business chambers, editorial boards, civic, labor, 
student and faculty groups. 
Proposition R's most vocal critics have been the San Diego Tax Fighters and the Libertarian Party, who 
are also opposing other local bond measures. 
Richard Rider, chairman of San Diego Tax Fighters, said county residents pay enough taxes already and 
California community colleges, which have one of the lowest tuition rates in the country, should be 
allowed to raise student fees to cover their expenses. 
Schools are in disrepair because too much money is spent on salaries and not enough on maintenance, 
he added. 
Suarez says Grossmont-Cuyamaca is a well-managed district that has done its best with limited 
resources to maintain the two colleges. 
The district exhausted all other funding alternatives before its board unanimously voted to seek the bond 
measure, he said. 
"It's a last resort," he said, about the district's appeal for public financing to "continue to support excellent 
education." 
Grossmont is the number one transfer institution to San Diego State University and ranks among the top 
7 percent of the nation's community colleges in the number of degrees awarded. Though it performs well, 
Grossmont-Cuyamaca is among the lowest state-funded community college districts in California, a 
distinction district officials blame on an unfair state-funding formula that they are trying to change. 
Grossmont-Cuyamaca receives an average of $3,456 in funding per student, less than the state average 
of $3,641. The district is shortchanged by nearly $3 million a year as a result, officials said. The state has 
a backlog of requests from community colleges for funding for repairs and new construction. 
A statewide bond measure on the November ballot, Proposition 47, would provide $13 billion to relieve 
overcrowding and repair older public schools, from kindergarten through universities. 
But the measure would provide less than $1 billion for community colleges. Grossmont would use its 
share to add one new building on each campus. To obtain a second building on each campus, the district 
would need to provide 50 percent of the cost, meaning it still needs Proposition R. 
The Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District last sought a bond measure in the 1960s, when it 
finished building Grossmont College. A statewide bond measure passed a few years ago is funding 
construction of a new library at Grossmont, the first new facility at the campus in nearly 40 years. 
Leonel Sanchez: (619) 542-4568; leonel.sanchez@uniontrib.com  

 
 

 
Copyright 2002, 2007 Union-Tribune Publishing Co. 

 


