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1.How would you describe your philosophy, not political party identification, on the purpose of 
local government generally, how do you see your role as an elected official and what is on your 
“to do” list?  

 My philosophy is that elected officials are there to serve the people who elected them, not 
any vocal minority or special interest.  As a Planning Commissioner that is what I have done 
the past 9 years, served the interests of the citizens of the City as a whole.  This sometimes 
entails making decisions that are not popular with a given opponent on a certain issue, but 
those are the decisions that have to be made.   My "to do" list includes being absolutely 
accessible to every citizen of La Mesa, to strengthen programs devoted to seniors and kids, 
and to continue to look for methods of affordable housing for La Mesans, and look for and 
encourage sensible economic development.   I believe La Mesa is a very well run City and do 
not believe that we need to make issues out of non-issues or waste resources chasing 
windmills. 

  
2.      How will your life, work, education, past and present association experiences, civic 
activities, elected & appointed positions, etc., help you execute the duties of your office?   
 
I am a native San Diegan, born in La Mesa, a resident of San Diego County my entire life, and 
La Mesa resident for the past 19 years.  Seeing how La Mesa has grown and changed in the 
past 40 years through my own experience of the same gives me insight as to planning for how 
it could change in the future.  As a parent of a child in our school district, I also have the 
unique insight to the issues that matter most to La Mesa families.  As a member of the La 
Mesa Pet Therapy program for several years, I am familiar with the needs and challenges 
facing seniors.  I have been on the Planning Commission for nine years and am the former 
Chairperson of the same and I understand the City's land use issues past, present and future. 
 I am an attorney and as such also can wade through the "legalese" that often is a part of 
various decisions that a Council member makes.  I have been a member of the Board of the 
East County YMCA, the Board of the East County Boys and Girls Club, the past President of 
the Grossmont-Mt. Helix Improvement Association and all of these positions give me 
background on the issues which are important to people living in La Mesa as well as 
neighboring communities which the City often works with. 

  
3.      From what civic or political groups, business leaders or elected officials have you now, or 
expect to, received endorsements or campaign contributions? Do you plan to keep an up-to-
date list of financial contributors, of $100 or more, readily available for the public to view?   

 

I will most likely finance most of my campaign on personally and from my parents and my 
husband.  I will accept contributions from anyone who wishes to give me the same, yet I will 



not make any promises or give anyone any special consideration based on their donation to 
me.  Campaign donations are a public record so I can see no reason keep some sort of list 
outside the public record.  I have received endorsements from Mayor Art Madrid, Councilman 
Ernie Ewin, Councilman Dave Allan, Councilman Mark Arapostathis, Planning Commissioner 
Michelle Hottel, Planning Commissioner Janine Hurd-Glenn, Planning Commissioner George 
Hawkins, Planning Commissioner Dexter Levy, Planning Commissioner Harold Bailey and 
Planning Commissioner Linda Keene. These endorsements by the Mayor and Council 
members were given to me not in exchange for anything or because I promised anything to 
them, but rather because they respect my experience, my independence and believe in my 
ability to represent the citizens of La Mesa. 

  
4.      According to the latest CALPERS Actuarial Valuation La Mesa has a $31 million unfunded 
pension liability that is costing taxpayers about $2.3 million each year in interest. What do you 
plan to do about this and other city financial challenges? Would you favor changing to a defined 
contribution pension plan for all new public employees going forward as committed to by 
Mayor Madrid in 2009?   

I am not sure I personally can do anything about this.  This is a historical debt that I will have 
inherited.  My theory is to chip away at this slowly and purposefully.  It may take a long time 
to resolve it.  Drastic changes that effect public employees are not fair to them. I believe that 
there needs to be a public discussion between the Council/City management/employees 
representatives (i.e.--all of the stakeholders) sooner rather than later so that a workable 
solution can be found which addresses the concerns of all parties fairly. I am favor of a 
defined contribution pension plan and believe one should be implemented.  I am not in favor 
of committing to any bonds as a method to raise money to address this pension liability.  All 
City finances must be managed in a manner that avoids cuts to integral City services.  

  
5.      Describe your view of La Mesa City service priorities should funding sources be limited to 
not cover all you believe should be done.  
 
 You have to have public safety and City infrastructure maintained no matter what. 
  
6.      What are the biggest challenges facing the La Mesa Village as a viable business district and 
self-sustaining community? Would you propose the City Council continue to work with property 
and business owners to address these challenges? How? Is the current PBID proposal the right 
way or is there another way you would propose?   
 
I believe the problem with the economic stagnation that is facing our nation is the main 
challenge facing the Village.  If people do not have disposable income, it does not matter 
what happens in the Village, they won't be out shopping when they have to pay their bills.   I 
would like to see more retail stores as I enjoy the shopping and dining experience the Village 
provides, in fact I love it! Projects which the Village business owners wish to implement 
should be something that the City lends guidance to but does not force.  I am very opposed to 
forcing property owners and business owners into any sort of tax increase in any form 



whether it be a PBID or anything else.  This needs to be something that they agree on, not 
something the City tells them to do as they are the ones who are most impacted by the same. 
  
7.      There is a proposal for a new high rise building in La Mesa. What are your thoughts on 
modifying the current zoning, density and building height rules?   
 
The current General Plan update is addressing changes in zoning. I do not see any need to 
change our regulations on density and building height rules.  However, if you are asking about 
granting variances to the same,  as a member of the Planning Commission, I have granted 
several variances.  These are issues that are decided on a case by case basis, when specific 
codified conditions are met that allow for the changes requested by the applicant.  It would 
be very unwise for any decision maker to say yes or no to a project without seeing it as a 
formal application. 
  
8.      Are there any current code or law enforcement or vital service problems that need to be 
addressed immediately? If yes, what are they, will current funding allow for this or if more 
funding is needed, how should they be funded? 
 
 I do not think we have an vital issues that we have not planned according for. 

  
9.      Is there anything not listed above that you believe should be discussed this election 
season?  
 
 You have it basically covered.   
  
10.  Summarize why someone should vote for you!  
 
Experience, integrity and commitment to ALL of the citizens of La Mesa. 
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