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After petition, Allison Avenue to keep name  
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Turns out you can fight City Hall. Or at least "Civic Center."  
The La Mesa City Council this week reversed its decision to rename a two-block stretch of Allison 
Avenue, named for city founder Robert Allison, to something like Civic Center Drive. 
The change came after La Mesa resident Grace Fradenburg handed over a petition with 386 signatures. 
"I was outraged at the thought that they could do something like this," said Fradenburg, a member of the 
La Mesa Historical Society. 
Fradenburg read about the change in The San Diego Union-Tribune and corraled a handful of helpers for 
a petition drive. They knocked on doors and stood outside the weekly farmers market to collect 
signatures. 
Their efforts paid off. The council voted unanimously Tuesday night to keep Allison Avenue's name intact. 
"I'm elected to represent the citizens, and the citizens spoke," said Councilman Dave Allan, who originally 
supported the change. He said the petition and the $30,000 price tag associated with new street signs, 
business cards and the like gave him pause. 
Allison Avenue is a five-block street named for Robert Allison, who came to La Mesa from Northern 
California in 1869. He owned several thousand acres of former mission land, 4,282 of which now form 
west La Mesa. He also helped bring water and the railroad to the region. 
Civic Center Drive and Civic Center Circle were among the names suggested for the two blocks that 
include City Hall and other government buildings. 
Mayor Art Madrid had said using "civic" in the name would better showcase the millions of dollars the city 
is investing along Allison, where a new fire station opened last year. A new police station, library and post 
office are next. 
Allan and Councilman Mark Arapostathis supported the change last month. Council members Ernie Ewin 
and Ruth Sterling did not. 
The reversal came Tuesday night before discussion even began. Council members said the 386 
signatures speak for themselves. And if nothing else, the matter sparked a renewed interest in La Mesa's 
history. 
"The fact of the matter is you have to listen to the public," Madrid said.  
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