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With a $207 million bond issue on the ballot, the Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District has 
much at stake in the November elections.  
So why are only five candidates running for the three open seats on the five-member board? 
The election is even less competitive than the narrow field of candidates suggests. 
Incumbent Rebecca Clark, 31, will automatically be reappointed because no one challenged her for her 
seat. Her name won't even appear on the ballot, the San Diego County Registrar of Voters said. 
The other incumbents -- Rick Alexander and Wendell Cutting -- are facing opponents who have been 
difficult to find. 
Scott Cioffi, who is running against Cutting, and Barbara Alexander, who is running against Rick 
Alexander, no relation, did not provide candidate statements to the registrar. 
Both listed the same post office address in Alpine on the ballot, along with different e-mail addresses, but 
they didn't include telephone numbers where they could be reached. 
Both listed themselves as "planning board members" on the ballot. When the registrar questioned their 
occupation, the two candidates changed the description to "business planner." The Union-Tribune sent 
candidate questionnaires to their postal and e-mail addresses but did not get responses. Cioffi is also 
running for a seat on the Alpine Fire Protection board. 
The competition for a seat on the Grossmont-Cuyamaca board was far more intense in April when 14 
applicants sought to fill the remaining eight months of Gary Kendrick's term after he was elected to the El 
Cajon City Council. 
Cutting, 56, the district chief of staff for Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-El Cajon, was appointed and is now 
running for a full term. 
The board oversees Grossmont College in El Cajon and Cuyamaca College in Rancho San Diego. The 
East County college district is seeking voter approval for the $207 million bond measure it says it needs 
for badly needed repairs, renovations and construction. Originally built to serve about 8,000 students, 
Grossmont and Cuyamaca enroll about 26,000. 
Cutting supports the bond measure and is seeking to change the way the state funds community 
colleges. Fast-growing Grossmont-Cuyamaca is the seventh lowest state-funded community college 
district in California, said Cutting, who also serves on a state legislative committee for community 
colleges. 
"Students in East County should not be treated less fairly than students from San Francisco and Los 
Angeles," he said. "It's not right." 
If elected, he said, he would push to expand the district's widely recognized nursing program along with 
other vocational, technical and certificate programs to "meet the needs of our local businesses." 
He said he would continue to pursue his dream to establish a "higher education learning center" in East 
County where students could obtain bachelor's degrees. 
The proposed campus would be a joint effort between the district and the California State University or 
University of California system. 
Cutting serves on various other boards, including the East County Economic Development Council, 
Grossmont Hospital, East County Chamber of Commerce and Salvation Army. He is vice president of a 
volunteer international relief agency, Rescue Task Force. 
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Incumbent Rick Alexander is a real estate businessman who has been on the board since 1990. He, too, 
has served on various business and educational boards and committees, including the East County 
Economic Development Council and the Partnership for Education and Economic Development. 
His business background and long experience on the board have helped the district through past budget 
problems, he said. 
"Taking a leadership role, I stopped deficit spending, balanced the budget and made administrators live 
within that budget," he said. "Today we are a well-managed district serving more students than ever." 
He expects more budget challenges next year. 
"The important thing for us is to make sure that we keep costs down and keep any hits that we eventually 
take as far away from the classroom as possible," he said. 
Alexander leads a group of local community college leaders who want to change the way funding is 
distributed by the state, he said. 
Like Cutting, he said he supports the bond measure. 
Candidates Scott Cioffi and Barbara Alexander were unavailable for a photo. 
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