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Water tank paint job put at $400,000  
David Harpster STAFF WRITER   
Published: July 29, 1997 
A rusty looking water tank that has sparked a neighborhood controversy could be painted, as critics are 
demanding, but it wouldn't be cheap.  
A team of consultants estimated yesterday it would cost at least $400,000 and take three months. And a 
fresh coat of paint would be needed every decade or so. 
Directors of the Helix and Padre Dam water districts will weigh those conclusions Aug. 11 when they hold 
a community meeting on whether to paint the 135-foot-tall tank that looms near Grossmont College. 
To prepare for next month's session, board members of both agencies met yesterday in La Mesa. They 
listened to a handful of engineers, scaffolders and painters who hours earlier visited the mushroom-
shaped reservoir. 
The $7.3 million structure, adorned with sculpted steel clouds, was built with unpainted Cor-ten steel. It is 
reddish brown now, but will eventually weather to form a tough, chocolate brown layer that does not flake 
or require painting. 
Authorities estimate the material will save the two districts $2 million in maintenance costs over the life of 
the tank. Area residents, however, have launched a "paint the tank" campaign calling for its dark walls to 
be covered in pale blue. 
Although designed to remain bare, the reservoir could be painted, John Hake, of Hake Engineering, told 
directors. 
"It's somewhat of a shame to be coated, but it can be coated effectively," he said. 
That would likely entail three months of work at a price tag of $400,000 to $450,000, including scaffolding 
and sandblasting, said Don Kaiser, assistant general manager for the Helix district. 
The tank would need repainting every 10 or 15 years, at an estimated cost of $250,000 each time, he 
added. 
The bill would be paid for by ratepayers of both districts, officials said. 
Padre Dam and Helix have sent notices to 80,000 households announcing the Aug. 11 meeting, at 7 p.m. 
at the El Cajon Community Center, 195 E. Douglas Ave. 
Owned jointly by both districts, the reservoir is actually two tanks. The bottom stores 2.5 million gallons for 
Padre Dam. The top can hold 1.1 million gallons for Helix. 
It replaced two 100-foot-tall tanks that were in the way of the state Route 125 extension. 
Since being completed last summer, the reservoir has garnered several trade awards, such as the 
"Outstanding Civil Engineering Project" award recently by the local chapter of the American Society of 
Civil Engineers. 
It also has the dubious distinction of receiving the Grand Onion award last October in the annual Orchids 
and Onions competition.  
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